PRS Items for TAC

November 6, 2003 Meeting

The following PRRs were approved by PRS and are recommended to the TAC for approval:

· PRR441 – Protocol Revision Implementation. Proposed effective date:  upon filling ERCOT Staffing requirements; significant impact to ERCOT staffing and business processes; no impact to ERCOT computer systems or operating practices. This PRR modifies Section 21 related to impact analyses: (1) to require an impact analysis on all Protocol Revision Requests (PRRs), (2) to allow PRS an opportunity to evaluate alternatives and potential workarounds for PRRs to provide better visibility into impacts to both ERCOT and Market Participants, and (3) to clarify the timelines defining when PRRs become effective.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  

· PRR449 – Successful Data Validation Response for 867s.  Proposed effective date:  upon system implementation; Impacts ERCOT computer system; however, this is a clarification to Protocol language to reflect work in projects already in progress, no additional impact to business processes, operating practices, or staffing expected.   This PRR clarifies that the process under which ERCOT will update its data loading system to provide a response to TDSPs when data has been loaded or cancelled successfully.  Whereas previously, only rejection responses were sent to TDSPs, under this implementation, TDSPs will be notified of successful data loads or cancels.  PRS approved this PRR as submitted.  

· PRR450 – BLT Generic Cost Fix.  Proposed effective date:  upon system implementation; Restores language previously omitted, no additional impact to ERCOT computer systems, business processes, operating practices, or staffing impact.  The Resource generic cost for Block Load Transfers was inadvertently omitted during the approval of PRR371.  This PRR restores the Block Load Transfer category generic fuel costs.  PRS approved this PRR as submitted.  

· PRR452 – Unavailable Units and RMR Agreements.  Proposed effective date:  December 1, 2003; PRR by itself does not impact staffing or business function impacts; however, overall RMR effort has had staffing and business function impacts; no ERCOT computer systems impacts.  This PRR adds requirements for ERCOT to follow RMR evaluation and notice requirements for units available for an extended period due to non-Outage reasons and for Resources to remain available during RMR agreement negotiations.  Currently, the Protocols do not contain notice provisions when a Resource owner shuts down a unit or a plant for business reasons.  This PRR would ensure that the unit remains available during RMR negotiations.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  The PRS Recommendation Report and ERCOT Comments are included for TAC consideration.  
· PRR453 – Black Start Service Voice Communication.  Proposed effective date:  December 1, 2003; May require ERCOT to install back up communications directly with TDSPs; no additional staffing required; only minor changes to business processes (to reflect changes in evaluation periods); no operating practices or ERCOT computer system impacts.   This PRR changes the Black Start Service bid date from October to June of each year and provides ERCOT with the means to assess and specify certain communication facilities deemed necessary to restore the ERCOT System during a blackout.  PRS approved this PRR as submitted.    
· PRR454 – OOME Off-line.  Proposed effective date:  Upon system implementation;   Impacts ERCOT computer systems; impacts staffing prior to system implementation – magnitude of impact is dependent on type of manual workaround selected from alternatives proposed; no permanent staffing impact upon system implementation; impacts business functions and operating practices.  When a generation unit receives an OOME instruction that would force it off-line, this PRR requires ERCOT to provide OOME instructions until the unit was scheduled to go off-line or an OOMC instruction when the unit is requested to return on-line. This PRR will provide for recovery of costs incurred when a plant is restarted or remains off-line following a command and control instruction.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications. The PRS Recommendation Report and Comments filed by ERCOT are included for TAC Consideration.
· PRR456 – Disclosure of Identity of Short Paying QSEs.   Proposed effective date:  December 1, 2003; No impact to ERCOT computer systems, staffing, operating practices or business processes; can be incorporated into the Market Notice. When there is a short payment occurrence, ERCOT issues a Market Notice.  This PRR requires disclosure of the identity of the short paying QSE(s).  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  

· PRR457 – Balancing Energy Down.  Proposed effective date:  upon system implementation;  Impacts computer systems – requires changes to compilation of compliance reports; minimal staffing impact; some impact to operating practices; no impact to business practices.  This PRR changes the Balancing Energy down requirement to apply to MWh capability above the QSE’s Low Operating Limit for the units in operation in its portfolio.  Current Protocol language requires inefficient operation of units above their Low Operating Limits to meet the percent bidding requirements. PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  
· PRR459 - EPS Meter Data Transmittal.  Proposed effective date:  upon system implementation; Clarification of existing boxed Protocol language; Impacts ERCOT computer systems; however, changes are made to in-flight project PR30026, no additional impacts to ERCOT systems or processes.   This PRR clarifies boxed Protocol language to show that ERCOT (1) is identified as the Meter Reading Entity, where appropriate; (2) utilizes the data for all settlement calculations and reports; and (3) makes ESI ID interval data available to TDSPs and LSEs via an extract.  In addition, this PRR specifies the deadlines for ERCOT to provide EPS data to TDSPs.   On September 25th, PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  ERCOT filed Comments on the PRS Recommendation Report.  On October 23rd, PRS approved a Revised Recommendation Report incorporating ERCOT’s Comments.   

· PRR463 –  PCR Allocation Regarding the 25% TCR Ownership Limit.  Proposed effective date:  December 1, 2003;  No impacts to ERCOT systems or processes; clarification of Protocols to reflect current processes consistent with PUCT Substantive Rules.  This PRR clarifies that the allocation of PCRs shall not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the total available TCRs on any CSC for any single direction and that the twenty-five percent (25%) ownership limitation applies to TCRs and/or PCRs at a CSC interface.  PRS approved this PRR as submitted.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The following PRRs were rejected by PRS in September and are recommended to the TAC for actions as noted: 

· PRR455 – Liability for QSE Default on Obligations to ERCOT and Responsibility for ERCOT Administration Fee.   PRS recommends rejection of this PRR.  The submitter has filed comments on the PRS Recommendation Report.  In those comments, the submitter requests reconsideration of the PRR as modified in ERCOT’s Comments dated 09/24/03.
· PRR458 – LaaR OOMC and OOME Deployment and Payments.  PRS voted to reject this PRR in anticipation of Steve Madden’s submission of a new PRR eliminating LaaRs from OOMC and OOME consideration. PRS recommends rejection of this PRR.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The following  PRR was withdrawn at the request of the submitter during the 10/23/03 PRS meeting:  
·             PRR320 – Load Participation in AS Market.

The following PRRs were acted upon as noted and will appear for future TAC review (PRR summary and ERCOT impacts for those PRRs approved by PRS in October will be described when presented to TAC for approval):

Approved PRRs (for Future TAC Review):
· PRR404 – Energy Procured from ERCOT.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications and noting that approval was contingent upon an analysis of credit issues to be presented to TAC along with the PRS Recommendation Report.  Pending comment period on PRS Recommendation Report.  TAC review on 12/04/03.  Recommended effective date:  contingent on results of pending impact analysis.

· PRR436 – Enhance LaaR/BUL Ability to Participate in Balancing Energy Up Service.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  Pending comment period on PRS Recommendation Report.  TAC review on 12/04/03.  Recommended effective date:  upon system implementation.

· PRR451 – Clarification of Ancillary Services Obligation Calculation.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  Pending comment period on PRS Recommendation Report.  TAC review on 12/04/03.  Recommended effective date:  upon system implementation.
· PRR464 – Confidentiality of LSE Transaction Data. PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  Pending comment period on PRS Recommendation Report.  TAC review on 12/04/03.  Recommended effective date:  January 1, 2004.

· PRR466 – Extension of No Market Solution.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  Pending comment period on PRS Recommendation Report.  TAC review on 12/04/03.  Recommended effective date:  January 1, 2004.

Rejected PRRs (for Future TAC Review):
· PRR465 – Customer Service Satisfaction Survey. PRS rejected this PRR.  Pending comment period on PRS Recommendation Report.  TAC review on 12/04/03.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The following PRRs are pending and the current status is explained below:

· PRR293 – Uncontrollable Renewable Resources.  This PRR is on hold pending ongoing review by WMS working groups.  The PRR language is being revised.
· PRR340 – Define OOME as an Instructed Deviation.  This PRR is on hold pending redrafting of the proposed language to keep the Market Solution language, integrate generic costs, and remove references to aggregate site deployments and OOME being an Instructed Deviation.

· PRR356 – SCE Performance Requirement. This PRR was remanded by PRS to WMS and ROS Task Force on 09/25/03.  A November 2003 PRS review of WMS/ROS results is expected.

· PRR358 – Negative Impact SCE.  This PRR is to be considered along with PRR356 in the WMS and ROS Task Force review.
· PRR384 – Protocol Preamble and Process for Advisory Opinion.  This PRR has been tabled based on the August 2003 recommendation of TAC.

· PRR409 – Voltage Support Service.  This PRR was remanded to WMS on 5/22/03.

· PRR425 – Section 8 Outage Coordination.  This PRR was remanded on 07/24/03 to a PRS work group to be led by ERCOT Staff.  Revised PRR language was submitted on 09/19/03.  PRS discussed this PRR and deferred consideration to allow for comments on the revised language and additional Task Force meetings to hear comments.
· PRR426 – Uninstructed Resource Charge for Uncontrollable Resources.  This PRR was deferred as requested by the submitter to the 09/25/03 PRS meeting.  At the 09/25/03 meeting, the PRR was remanded to WMS for inclusion of CPS’s comments.
· PRR461 – Confidentiality Exceptions for Reliability Analysis.  PRS remanded this PRR to a task force to be chaired by Cheryl Moseley.  The task force is expected to report back to PRS at its November meeting.

· PRR462 – Market Solution Definition.  This PRR was tabled with concurrence of the PUCT until more progress is made by the stakeholders at WMS and PRS concerning the Market Solution. 

· PRR467 – Elaboration on the Notice of Resettlement.  PRS deferred this PRR to the November PRS meeting.

· PRR468 – Frequency Response Requirements & Monitoring.  PRS remanded this PRR to a joint WMS/ROS task force.
· PRR469 – Compliance for Competitive Metering.  PRS remanded this PRR to the Load Profiling Working Group.  A revised PRR is expected for PRS consideration in November.
· PRR470 – System Fuel Availability.  PRS deferred this PRR to the November PRS meeting.

· PRR471 – NIDR to IDR Default Profile Scaling; This PRR was posted on 10/03/03.  Urgent status requested by submitter; email voting failed to generate sufficient affirmative votes for urgency.  This PRR is on a normal timeline and will appear on the 11/20/03 PRS Agenda.
· PRR472 – ERCOT Meter Read Transaction Validation Reinstatement; This PRR was posted on 10/28/03.  This PRR is on a normal timeline and will appear on the 11/20/03 PRS Agenda.
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