COMPLIANCE REPORT TO ROS

September 8, 2003
1) ERCOT Frequency Control Related Issues:  

a. Continuing work with QSEs to review responses to letters of non-Compliance for Regulation measure to identify and correct factors affecting the scores.  All 15 regulation providers passed the 1 minute performance measure for the first time since April.  QSEs passing or nearly passing the 10 minute measure is increasing – 6 passed, 3 are within 2% and are likely to pass if certain exclusions are included.  Several low scoring QSEs participate for very few intervals.  Issues needing further review are exclusions for certain balancing instructions, correcting telemetry problems, participation factor review and application of bias/governor response.     

b. ERCOT CPS-1 monthly one-minute average frequency score dropped back further to 116% in September from 122% in August.  (100 is minimum passing, averaged over 12 months.)    Cause of decline has not been established, but performance during the start and stop of the 16 hour trading blocks is the major issue.
2) Transmission Security Issues:  

a. There were no reported NERC Interconnect Reliability Limit (IRL) violations in September.  
b. Compliance meets with ERCOT EMMS staff on October 22 to kickoff reporting on transmission security for events below the NERC criteria.   

3) Resource Plan Performance Metrics – Work continues on pilot measures of resource plan accuracy.   Present focus is on improving reporting to QSEs, identifying possible data errors and developing an assessment of how much of a unit’s capability is offered in the resource plan.
4) Generator real and reactive testing –   Fall real capability tests were scheduled by all QSEs.    Still lacking many reactive tests.  Working with Operations on example of unit capability vs. unit reactive limits.    
5) NERC Issues – 

a. NERC will finalize measures for assessment in 2004
b. Cyber security standard draft enforcement will start in 2004 and only applies to ERCOT.  Future years may apply also to generators and LSEs as well as TOs and QSEs. 
c. Operate Within Limits standard, dealing with IRL’s, is likely to go to ballot this year.  Transition from NERC Operating Policies to Standards has not been established, this may provide a test case.  ERCOT is reviewing its preparedness.

6) Protocol Compliance – ERCOT is preparing a list of measures from the Protocols and Operating Guides applicable to QSEs and TOs.  

7) Investigations –

a. May 15th – Compliance examined unit trips and follow-up actions, in separate powerpoint slides.  Does ROS have sufficient further interest to have personnel from these plants?  
b. August 7th - Compliance is still reviewing details of the trip of several units following a 138kV transmission line trip in the South zone.  Both plants are connected to the line, and there does not appear to be a misoperation.  Plant manager reported issues with the transmission line have been addressed.
c. August 8th – Several plants tripped following a bus outage at Marion.  It appears that relaying at both transmission and generation functioned properly.

8) Compliance staff is engaged in audit of ERCOT Operations adherence to procedures, from October 6-17. 






