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	Clayton Greer, TAC Vice Chair

	Subject:

	Protocol Revision Requests


Issue for the ERCOT Board of Directors

	Meeting Date: 
	September 16, 2003

	Agenda Item No.:
	10a


Issue

Consideration of Protocol Revision Requests (PRRs).

Key Factors Influencing Issue

The Protocol Revisions Subcommittee (PRS) met, discussed the issues, and submitted Recommendation Reports to TAC regarding the PRRs described herein.  TAC considered the issues and voted to take actions on the PRRs as described below.

The following PRRs were approved by TAC and are recommended to the Board for final approval:

· PRR421 – Conformance with New PUCT Subst. Rule 25.362 – proposed effective date:  October 1, 2003; does not impact ERCOT computer systems; has minimal impact on ERCOT staffing and business practices. This PRR revises Protected Information requirements to conform with the new PUCT Substantive Rule 25.362.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by a vote of twenty-one (21) in favor, five (5) opposed, and one (1) abstention. 
· PRR433 – Change Percent Deficit Banking of Renewable Energy Credits – proposed effective date:  October 1, 2003; has a minor impact on ERCOT computer systems (which has been implemented), business practices and staffing, and no impact on operations.  Effective March 1, 2003, the PUCT increased the amount of deficit banking allowed for a Competitive Retailer during the first two (2) compliance periods from five percent (5%) to ten percent (10%).  The purpose of this PRR is to make the appropriate changes in Protocol Sections 14.11.1 and 14.11.3 to comport with changes in the PUCT Substantive Rule 25.173 (m)(2).  PRS approved this PRR as originally submitted.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote.

· PRR437 – 867_03 Timeline Change – proposed effective date:  October 1, 2003; changes required to ERCOT computer systems have been implemented; ERCOT Protocol Section 15.3, Monthly Meter Reads contains no timeline for the TDSP to send the 867_03, Monthly Usage, to ERCOT.  This PRR adds explicit language to clarify the TDSP-to-ERCOT 867_03 Monthly Meter Read timeline.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote.

· PRR442 – Profile Development Cost Recovery Fee / Approval of a Profile Segment Change Request – proposed effective date:  October 1, 2003; impacts ERCOT business processes and staffing, no impact to ERCOT computer system.  This PRR adds a new section to the Protocols to specify the reimbursement process required by the PUCT related to a non-ERCOT sponsored Load Profile and to implement a procedure to allow provisional approval of a profile segment change request in accordance with requirements of PUCT Order in Project 25516, Load Profiling and Load Research Rulemaking, issued on April 16, 2003.  The Order requires that, within six months of the Order, ERCOT establish and implement a process to collect a fee from any Retail Electric Provider (REP) who seeks to assign customers to a non-ERCOT sponsored profile to compensate the original requestor of the new profile and for ERCOT to notify TDSPs which REPs are authorized to use the new profile.  A TDSP shall not, without authorization, assign a customer to a profile for which a REP or another person has paid the costs of developing the new profile.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote.

· PRR443 – Competitive Metering Ownership Implementation – proposed effective date:  October 1, 2003; impacts to ERCOT staffing and operating practices of Competitive Meter Ownership for large customers (which becomes effective on January 1st) are expected to be minimal. This PRR identifies delivery points eligible for Competitive Meter Ownership in accordance with the PUCT Substantive Rule 25.311 and establishes a reference to the fact that Competitive Metering Guides will exist.  The PRR was initiated to comply with the PUCT Substantive Rule 25.311 requirements for implementation of Competitive Metering Ownership by January 1, 2004. PRS approved this PRR as originally submitted. TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote. 

· PRR446 – Disclosure of OOMC Deployments – proposed effective date: Upon ERCOT staffing for manual workaround or system implementation; impacts ERCOT computer system and staffing.  This PRR provides for disclosure on the second Business Day following each Operating Day of the number of units receiving OOMC Dispatch Instructions for each interval, aggregated by Congestion Zone, and the number of total MW of OOMC Dispatch Instructions for each interval, aggregated by Congestion Zone, which must be performed manually by ERCOT Staff.  On the 30th day following the Operating Day, this PRR provides for posting information on each unit receiving OOMC Dispatch Instruction, the intervals for which the instruction was received and the Low Sustainable Limit for each interval for each unit receiving such instruction. This provides more transparency on OOMC deployments.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  PRR 446 was assigned a Priority of 1.3 and a Rank of 7.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote.

· PRR448 – Changes to Implement Balancing Up Loads (BULs) – proposed effective date:  Upon system implementation; impacts ERCOT computer systems, business practices, and staffing.  ERCOT-wide calculations of BUL payments rely on distinguishing whether Loads are statically or dynamically scheduled.  This PRR clarifies how the BUL formulas treat each type of scheduled Load and clarifies the BUL capacity payment calculations.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  PRR448 was assigned the same priority as PIP112 (Balancing Up Load).  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote.

The TAC Recommendation Reports are included in the Board meeting distribution.  In addition, all of these PRRs and supporting materials are presented on the ERCOT website, including comments submitted to ERCOT and recommendation reports from the PRS:

http://www.ercot.com/AboutERCOT/PublicDisclosure/ProtocolRev.htm  

Alternatives

(1) Approve the TAC recommendations on the PRRs listed above as submitted by TAC or as modified by the Board; (2) reject the TAC recommendations; or (3) remand to TAC with instructions.  

Conclusion/Recommendation

As more specifically described above, TAC and ERCOT Staff recommend the Board approve PRRs 421, 433, 437, 442, 443, 446, and 448, described herein.   
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