The SSWG met on July 17th 2003 to discuss line ratings and OGRR 134.  The SSWG procedure manual definitions of Rate A, B and C used in the load flow case were revised as directed by ROS.  

Rate A

Continuous Rating:  Represents the continuous MVA rating of a Transmission Facility, including substation terminal equipment in series with a conductor or transformer (MLSE) at the applicable ambient temperature.   The Transmission Facility can operate at this rating indefinitely without damage, or violation of National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) clearances.

Rate B

Emergency Rating:  Represents the two (2) hour MVA rating of a Transmission Facility, including substation terminal equipment in series with a conductor or transformer(MLSE)  at the applicable ambient temperature.  The Transmission Facility can operate at this rating for two (2) hours without violation of NESC clearances or equipment failure.

Rate C

Emergency Rating of the Conductor or Transformer:  Represents the two (2) hour MVA rating of the conductor or transformer only, excluding substation terminal equipment in series with a conductor or transformer, at the applicable ambient temperature.  The conductor or transformer can operate at this rating for two (2) hours without violation of NESC clearances or equipment failure.

The SSWG developed a method of keeping track of the Continuous, Emergency, and 15-Minute Ratings for Market use in Data Set A.  An Excel workbook will be posted on the ERCOT web that will contain both the planning ratings and the operational ratings as defined in OGRR 134.  A separate worksheet (4 total) will be created for each season to account for topographical changes in the system.  The workbook will contain each branch from the load flow case along with the applicable planning and operational ratings.  The worksheet will include the ambient temperature used as a basis for the ratings.  Each TDSP will populate the fields for the operational ratings as they are determined.  The 15 minute ratings and 2 hour emergency ratings may be identical as most branches do not have 15 minute ratings.  As Remedial Action Plans are implemented and the associated 15 minute ratings calculated, the fields will be updated accordingly.  Market participants will be able to use the workbook to develop IDVs that will update the SSWG load flow cases to include the operational ratings.  Work on this spreadsheets will begin when the ROS tells us to proceed. 
