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	Date:
	July 8, 2003

	To:
	Board of Directors

	From:
	Beth Garza, TAC Chairman

	Subject:

	Protocol Revision Requests


Issue for the ERCOT Board of Directors

	Meeting Date: 
	July 15, 2003

	Agenda Item No.:
	9


Issue

Consideration of Protocol Revision Requests (PRRs).
Key Factors Influencing Issue

The Protocol Revisions Subcommittee (PRS) met, discussed the issues, and submitted Recommendation Reports to TAC regarding the PRRs described herein.  TAC considered the issues and voted to approve the PRRs.  

The following PRRs were approved by TAC and are recommended to the Board for final approval:

· PRR382 – Settlement Statement Suspension – proposed effective date August 1, 2003; does not impact the ERCOT computer systems. This PRR adds a new subsection that states the Board may direct ERCOT to suspend the issuance of any Settlement Statement to address unusual circumstances.  Any proposal to suspend settlement must be presented to TAC for review and comment, in a reasonable manner under the circumstances, prior to the suspension.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested revisions.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote.
· PRR402 – Delete Good Friday Holiday - proposed effective date August 1, 2003; does not impact the ERCOT computer systems.  This PRR deleted Good Friday from the list of observed holidays in the definition of a Business Day.  When the Protocols were originally written, Good Friday was an observed holiday by ERCOT.  Currently Good Friday is not one of the holidays observed by ERCOT.  PRS approved this PRR as submitted.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote. 
· PRR405 – Underscheduled Replacement Reserve Capacity - proposed effective date August 1, 2003; does not impact the ERCOT computer systems. This PRR updates Section 6.9.2.1.1 to reflect implementation of PIP132 and updated Section 6.10.4.3 to match wording changes in PRR394.  PRS approved this PRR as submitted.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by voice vote with 1 abstention.  

· PRR408 – High Voltage Direct Current Tie Schedule Data – proposed effective date is August 1, 2003; does not impact ERCOT computer systems, has an impact on ERCOT staffing.  The PRR requires ERCOT to provide High Voltage Direct Current Tie data to TDSPs.  PRS approved this PRR with a revision to make the data Protected Information.  TAC approved a revised version of the PRS recommendation that included language that makes the data Protected Information.  The PRR was approved by unanimous voice vote.

· PRR411 – Protocol Clarification Request [original title: Advisory Opinion] – proposed effective August 1, 2003; does not impact ERCOT computer systems.  PRS modified this PRR to eliminate the proposed language related to ERCOT issuing Advisory Opinions and made revisions to 21.1 to make it clear that requests to clarify the Protocols should be submitted as a Protocol Revision Request.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote.     

· PRR415 – Modify Limit for LaaRs to Provide Responsive Reserve Service – proposed effective date August 1, 2003; does not impact ERCOT computer systems, impacts ERCOT business practices and there is a potential staffing impact.  This PRR modifies the Protocols to set the amount of Resources on high-set under-frequency relays providing Responsive Reserve Service to be the lower of 50% or the limit established by ERCOT.  PRS approved this PRR with suggested modifications.  TAC approved this PRR as recommended by PRS and struck all references to Non-Spinning Reserve Service (NSRS) in the PRR title and description/explanation.  This PRR was approved by a 25 to 2 voice vote with 1 abstention. 

· PRR419 – Transfer of Balancing Up Load (BUL) Qualification Testing to QSEs – proposed effective date July 17, 2003; does not impact ERCOT computer systems.  This PRR streamlines the qualification testing for BUL by transferring the responsibility for the testing from ERCOT to the QSE representing the BUL.  If the BUL does not respond when dispatched, the QSE does not receive any capacity payment and the qualification testing responsibility is transferred back to ERCOT.  PRS approved this PRR as submitted.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote. 
· PRR423 – Dispatch of Qualifying Facilities Below Minimum Generation Levels – proposed effective upon implementation of functionality in ERCOT computer systems; impacts ERCOT computer systems and may have an impact on staffing.  This PRR provides that ERCOT shall use other Resource Dispatch options to maintain system reliability prior to dispatching a Generation Resource below it Low Operating Limit.  PRS approved this PRR after making suggested modifications.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote. 
· PRR424 – Elimination of Resource Specific Deployment Used for Energy Balance Purpose – proposed effective upon implementation of functionality in ERCOT computer systems; impacts ERCOT computer system.  This PRR eliminates the Resource specific deployments for energy balance purposes and will reduce the cost of Local Congestion that is currently uplifted to all Loads.  PRS approved this PRR as submitted.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote.
· PRR429 – Disclosure of TDSP Information – proposed effective date August 1, 2003; no impact to ERCOT computer systems.  This PRR makes it clear that ERCOT will disclosed and share with a TDSP any confidential information it has received or has knowledge of that would affect the operation and security of the TDSP.  PRS approve this PRR after making suggested modifications.  TAC did not make any modifications to the PRS recommendation.  TAC approved this PRR by unanimous voice vote.     

The TAC recommendation reports are included in the Board meeting distribution.  In addition, all of these PRRs and supporting materials are presented on the ERCOT website, including comments submitted to ERCOT and recommendation reports from the PRS:

http://www.ercot.com/AboutERCOT/PublicDisclosure/ProtocolRev.htm  

Alternatives
(1) Approve the TAC recommendation on the PRRs listed above as submitted by TAC or as modified by the Board; (2) reject the TAC recommendation; or (3) remand to TAC with instructions.  

Conclusion/Recommendation

As more specifically described above, TAC and ERCOT Staff recommend the Board approve all of the PRRs described herein. 
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