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	Comments


TXU Energy appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on this OGRR.  Specifically, TXU Energy agrees with and supports the concept of using standardized facility ratings for TTC calculations, engineering planning studies, real-time security analyses, and operator actions.  TXU Energy agrees with the comments from CenterPoint Energy regarding changes in the naming of the various ratings.  TXU Energy also agrees with the comments of Oncor regarding the need for additional ratings because of the different needs and purposes of operating studies and planning studies, as well as, that the ROS establish a task force to consider all of the issues raised by the various commentors and develop a consistent methodology to determine the appropriate facilities ratings to use in planning and operating studies.  Additionally, TXU Energy agrees with the comments of Tenaska that until such time when dynamic facility ratings can be implemented by all TDSPs within ERCOT, seasonal (Fall, Winter, Spring, and Summer) facility ratings should be developed by the TDSPs for use in Operations that reflect the appropriate seasonal conditions.

Data Set A is the database of the ERCOT transmission system used primarily for powerflow studies for the next operating year only.  Based on the OGRR, Data Set A will utilize seasonal facilities ratings based on the Most Limiting Series Element (MLSE) for all three ratings, which is appropriate.  However, TXU Energy believes that for Data Set B, which is used for planning studies only, the MSLE ratings for the emergency rating (2 hours) and the 15-minute rating from those used for Data Set A are not appropriate for planning studies based on contingency situations and different ratings should be used.  Specifically, TXU Energy recommends that ratings based on the conductor or transformer rating (whichever is appropriate and exclude limiting terminal equipment) be used for the 2-hour and the 15-minute ratings for Data Set B.  The reason for this is the fact that in future years, it is likely that facilities ratings that primarily affect the MSLE (e.g., switches, circuit breakers, etc.) can and do change, usually on a relatively quick basis, while conductor and transformer ratings are not likely to change without a long lead time project being proposed.  Since Data Set B is used only for longer-range, major project (e.g., new transmission lines and/or switching stations, etc.) planning studies, it makes sense to use appropriate conductor or transformer ratings as the limiting factors when making studies that evaluate the need for new facilities under contingency conditions.  These Data Set B specific ratings should continue to be based on the summer ambient conditions as they are today, since these cases are only used for long range planning studies.

TXU Energy is also concerned that the current OGRR does not specify the methodology to be used by TDSPs to determine the facilities ratings to be submitted to ERCOT.  Without a consistent methodology to determine equipment ratings there are currently inconsistencies in how the same type of physical equipment, e.g., an autotransformer, are rated by different TDSPs.  For example, one TDSP may show a particular 47 MVA transformer with three different ratings (nominal, emergency, and load shed as defined in the OGRR) as calculated based on acceptable loss of life and “hot spot” temperature calculations while another TDSP could show the same 47 MVA transformer (i.e., the same manufacturer) with ratings for nominal, emergency and load shed that are all based on the transformer’s nameplate rating only.  Likewise, capacity ratings for the same type of transmission line conductor should be calculated the same (given TDSP-specific input data), regardless of which TDSP actually owns the line.  TXU Energy believes it is essential that a consistent methodology be applied to determine the facilities ratings of all transmission equipment to ensure that a proper evaluation (both operational and economic) can be made for both operational and planning studies, as well as, to ensure the efficient utilization of existing transmission facilities and minimization of congestion which are paid by load serving entities.  Due to the complexity and importance of the issues outlined above, TXU Energy feels that an ROS established task force comprised of all interested market participants should be established to consider these issues before this OGRR is passed.
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