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MINUTES OF THE ERCOT WHOLESALE MARKET SUBCOMMITTEE (WMS) MEETING

ERCOT Austin Office
Austin, Texas
April 29, 2003
Chair Bob Helton called the special WMS Meeting to order on April 29, 2003 at 9:45 a.m.  
Attendance:
	Ross, Richard
	AEP
	Member

	Wilken, Mark
	AEP
	Guest

	Helton, Bob
	American National Power
	Member/Chair

	Johnson, Eddie
	Brazos Electric Cooperative
	Member Representative (for Helpert)

	Hancock, Tom
	Bryan Texas Utilities
	Member

	Pieniazek, Adrian
	CenterPoint
	Member

	Waters, Garry
	Competitive Assets
	Guest

	Greer, Clayton
	Constellation Power Source
	Member Representative (for Ochsner)

	Brown, Jeff
	Coral Power
	Member (via teleconference)

	Starnes, Bill
	Covington Consulting/Denton
	Guest

	Jones, Dan
	CPS
	Member

	Maldonado, Eliezer
	Dow 
	Member

	Grimm, Larry
	ERCOT 
	Staff

	Ringling, Julie
	ERCOT
	Staff

	Woodard, Aisha
	ERCOT
	Staff

	Cunningham, Mike
	Exelon
	Member (via teleconference)

	Wilkins, Pat
	Exelon
	Member Representative (for Cunningham)

	Moss, Steven
	First Choice Power
	Member

	Garza, Beth
	FPL Energy
	TAC Chair

	Sherman, Fred
	Garland
	Member Representative (for Singleton)

	Neeley, Jim
	GDS/TexLa
	Guest

	Danielson, Rod
	Gexa
	Member

	Lane, Terry
	Green Mountain Energy
	Member

	Belk, Brad
	LCRA
	Member/Vice Chair

	Reid, Walter
	LCRA
	Guest 

	Siddiqi, Shams
	LCRA
	Guest

	Stockstill, Dottie
	Mirant
	Guest

	Brocato, Thomas
	OPUC
	Member (via teleconference)

	Grasso, Tony
	PUCT
	Guest

	Carlson, Trent
	Reliant Energy
	Member

	Gedrich, Brian
	Reliant Energy
	Guest

	Garrett, Mark
	Republic Power
	Guest

	Rowley, Mike
	Rowley Consulting
	Guest

	Bequette, Buck
	RWE Trading Americas
	Guest

	Southard, Carrie
	RWE Trading Americas
	Guest

	Moore, John
	STEC
	Member Representative (for Troell)

	Ward, Jerry
	TXU
	Member/CMWG Chair


Bob Helton noted that the objective of the special WMS Meeting was to develop a recommendation for TAC consideration on the CSCs and zones for 2004.  It is anticipated that the WMS recommendation would be presented to the TAC for a vote at the May 8th TAC Meeting.
Jerry Ward provided an overview of the CMWG’s process for addressing and discussion of the CSCs and congestion zones for 2004.  The two main topics were 1) what are the primary constraints and 2) how many zones should there be.  The CMWG has not yet discussed Closely Related Elements (CRE).  ERCOT Operations Staff (John Adams) discussed a number of issues with the CMWG related to CSCs and zones and Ward reviewed this discussion.  There was some consideration of having 8 zones versus 4 zones.  
The WMS discussed the documents that provided cost and benefit summaries related to the issue of 4 zones versus 8 zones.  It was noted that there would not be a market solution in each zone if 8 zones are used and the WMS discussed whether a Protocol Revision would be needed in this case.  The CMWG also did not review any possible exemptions that would change the zone where a specific facility was located.  A motion was made by Jerry Ward and seconded by Brad Belk that the WMS recommend that the same CSCs used in 2003 be used in 2004 and that there be 4 zones in 2004.  The zones will be re-clustered and therefore be somewhat different from 2003.  The motion was approved with 3 abstentions (Brocato, Jones, & Pieniazek).  The cost/benefit summary documents, as well as any assumptions used, will be included with the WMS recommendation to the TAC.  

The WMS discussed whether there should be further discussion on the CREs for 2003 and make a recommendation to the TAC.  ERCOT Operations Staff has expressed concern about the 2003 CREs and that the list needs to be updated.  The goal is to expand the list of CREs for 2004.  The CMWG plans to address 2003 and 2004 CREs.  The WMS discussed whether ERCOT Operations Staff is violating the Protocols because of the current 2003 CRE list and the possible need to add a transmission line to the list (ERCOT Operations is also monitoring the flow on the Peters to Belview transmission line).  ERCOT Operations will be asked to provide additional information to the WMS and this issue will be discussed further at the May 21st WMS Meeting.  

Issues to be Further Addressed
Bob Helton reviewed several additional issues to be addressed by the WMS in the future.  
· The DAMTF has met and determined the impact that a Day-Ahead Market run by ERCOT might have on credit.  The WMS discussed.  It was suggested that a discussion of hubs be included in further DAMTF discussions.  The DAMTF was given additional issues to address.  A DAMTF Meeting was tentatively scheduled on May 13th. 

· The issue of eliminating Category 4 will be addressed again.  A meeting will be scheduled in early May.                         
· The Short-Term Cost Effective Design (“no regrets”) Issues will be further discussed to determine what would be beneficial to the Market if implemented.  
Future WMS Meetings

The next WMS Meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2003 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to be held at the Hilton Austin Airport Hotel.  Additional WMS Meetings are scheduled for June 18th and July 16th.
There being no further business, the special WMS Meeting was adjourned by Bob Helton at 11:15 a.m. on April 29, 2003.  
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