ISSUE FOR RMS CONSIDERATION

Can a meter owner (non-TDSP) have an IDR meter installed but request that the billing/settlement be based on non-IDR data?

SUBMITTED BY:  Competitive Metering/Profiling Working Groups
SITUATION:  With the approval of meter ownership by a non-TDSP per the competitive metering rules, a customer/CR could have an IDR meter installed to perhaps use the data for non-settlement reasons, and yet be settled on a non-IDR basis. 

CLARIFICATION/ASSUMPTIONS:

1. Non-ERCOT approved IDR meters for settlement could not be used as the metering device for the non-IDR settlement readings. That is one meter used for this purpose would have to be up to revenue meter standards.

2. This situation is for the revenue meters for settlement only.

3. TDSPs are using one meter, called RUG, recorder under glass type IDR, which is used to collect load research data and the dial reading is used for non-IDR settlement readings.

4. Could install the IDR meter in parallel with the Scalar meter.
5. Could install the IDR directly behind the scalar meter.
6. ERCOT Protocols or guidelines do not dictate what the customer may install behind the revenue meter.
7. Once the IDR meter interval data is used for settlement then the premise stays an IDR metered premise for settlements as stated in Protocols 18.6.1.

8. What is not addressed is if this is limited to only customer owned meters. That is, can a customer request a TDSP owned IDR meter but request that the billing/settlement be based on non-IDR data?

9. If accepted and encourages more IDR data for settlement, then the current static profiles will need to be more frequently calibrated from load research sampling or will need changing methodology to lagged dynamic sampling.

CON: 

1. Protocols Section 18.6.1 is clear that if an IDR is installed (without regard to who owns the meter) its interval data must be used for settlement, excluding the exceptions listed in 18.6.1(4). This Protocol requirement is designed to reduce the opportunity of gaming the market by switching meters.

2. The IDR meter is more accurate for settlement that the non-IDR meter settlement process because the energy measured in the 15-minute periods is used in settlement without the use of non-IDR profiles. That is, the more accurate the metered data in the settlement interval the less UFE, Unidentified Energy, and the more accurate is the settlement process.

3. Possible, extra burden on TDSP systems and processes to read additional meters.

4. Possible, extra burden on ERCOT systems if both data streams are sent to ERCOT.

5. Increases the incremental IDR meter reading services by the TDSP, if any, to the customer.

6. Where there is IDR data then the actual consumption interval data for settlement should be encouraged.

7. Customer can ask for a pulse so as to get interval data for non-settlement purpose, while still having a non-IDR settlement meter.

PRO:

1. Gives price options to the customer and CR.

2. Encourages the use of IDR meters.
3. Customer has choices.
4. Customer wants the interval data but does not want to pay the TDSP charges for IDR meters.
5. Protocols 18.6.1 (2) does not explicitly forbid the customer from installing an IDR that is not used for settlement.
6. The TDSP can read the IDR meter for the monthly read only for settlement and yet the customer can collect the interval data for other reasons. This means one meter can be used for both purposes which is a savings over having two meters, one for settlement and one for other reasons.
7. Encourages the collection of data for use of load research to develop load profiles or assist the customer for other reasons.
8. Encourages the customer to study their load more closely and then make an informed decision on IDR metering for settlement.
9. If the customer does not have to pay the TDSP recurring charges then the IDR meter ownership may be cheaper than charges for a pulse.
PWG Meeting Participant Position:

Should the question include TDSP owned meters as well?

Yes: 4, No: 5, Needs further discussion: 2, ERCOT opinion is Yes. 

Situation is for the revenue meters for settlement limited to only competitively owned meters only.

1. Can a meter owner (non-TDSP) have an IDR meter installed but request that the billing/settlement be based on non-IDR data?

Yes: 3, No: 1, Needs further discussion: 7, ERCOT opinion is needs further discussion. 

2. Can a meter owner (non-TDSP) have an IDR meter installed but request that the billing/settlement be based on non-IDR data but limited to a market defined time period to be determined and then if the IDR is still installed then the IDR data would be used for settlement?

Yes: 1, No: 5, Needs further discussion: 5, ERCOT opinion is needs further discussion. 

3. Can a meter owner (non-TDSP) have an IDR meter installed but request that the billing/settlement be based on non-IDR data but limited to a premise where the demand is below a market determined threshold (less than 1000 kW/kVA)?

Yes: 2, No: 3, Needs further discussion: 6, ERCOT opinion is needs further discussion. 

