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	Proposed Operating Guide Language Revision


CenterPoint Energy comments on 5/5/03

General comments supporting the suggested changes.

· Use Transmission Facility instead of Equipment to clearly express the intent of covering the conductor or transformer as well as substation breakers, switches, wavetraps etc in series with the conductor or transformer.

· 100% pre-loading rather than 90% should be used for the fifteen minute rating since you can not presume a loading less than that defined by the Continuous Rating. You may be able to establish a higher loading for a particular situation where the pre-contingency loading is known to be less than 100%.

· The name Fifteen-Minute Rating should be used instead of Load Shed Rating since this rating is not associated with shedding load any more than the other ratings.


· Suggest using name Continuous Rating instead of Normal Rating so that the name better connotes the definition.


· The last sentence referring to implementing dynamic transmission ratings by January 2005 should be deleted. While dynamic ratings should be a priority for ERCOT, the methods and timetables for such an implementation should be worked out between ERCOT and the TDSPs prior to including in the Operating Guides. 
3.1.6
Responsibility For Transmission Facility Ratings

TDSPs are responsible for determining the rating of their facilities.

Technical limits established for the operation of transmission facilities shall be applied consistently in TTC calculations, engineering studies, real-time security analyses, and operator actions.

TDSP’s shall provide ERCOT with three (3)  nominal Transmission Facility Ratings:

·  Continuous Rating:  Represents the continuous MVA rating of a  transmission facility (including substation terminal equipment in series with a conductor or transformer) at the applicable summer ambient temperature.  The  transmission facility can operate at this rating indefinitely without damage, or violation of National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) clearances.  This rating will be used in all the Steady State Working Group Base Cases as RATE-A.
· Emergency Rating:  Represents the two (2) hour MVA rating of a  transmission facility (including substation terminal equipment in series with a conductor or transformer)  at the applicable summer ambient temperature.The  transmission facility can operate at this rating for two (2) hours without violation of  NESC clearances or equipment failure.   This rating will be used in all the Steady State Working Group Base Cases as RATE-B.
·  Fifteen Minute Rating:  Represents the fifteen (15) minute MVA rating of a transmission facility (including substation terminal equipment in series with a conductor or transformer) at the applicable summer ambient temperature and with a step increase from a prior loading of 100% of  the Continuous Rating. The transmission facility can  operate at this rating for 15 minutes, assuming its pre-contingency loading was 100% of the Continuous limit at the applicable ambient temperature, without violation of  NESC clearances or equipment failure. This rating takes advantage of the time delay associated with heating of a conductor or transformer following a sudden increase in current. This rating will be used in all the Steady State Working Group Base Cases as RATE-C
In Operating the Transmission Grid, ERCOT shall use these ratings as follows:

· ERCOT shall limit pre-contingency flows to enforce the Continuous Rating. 

· If  a valid Remedial Action Plan  is unavailable to unload  the transmission facility post contingency, ERCOT shall enforce pre-contingency System Operating Limit(s) to control the post contingency loading of  the facility to levels below the Emergency Rating.

· If a Remedial Action Plan is documented at ERCOT to relieve the loading on the  transmission facility within 15 minutes; ERCOT shall enforce pre-contingency System Operating Limit(s) to control the post contingency loading of  the facilty to levels below the  Fifteen Minute Rating.
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