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Date:
February 11, 2003

To:
Board of Directors

From:
Beth Garza, TAC Chairman

Subject:
Protocol Revision Requests

Issue for the ERCOT Board of Directors

ERCOT Board of Directors Meeting Date:  February 18, 2003
Agenda Item 9a:  Consideration of Protocol Revision Requests (PRRs)

	Issue:
ERCOT Protocol revisions.



	Key Factors Influencing Issue:

The Protocol Revisions Subcommittee (PRS) met, discussed the issues, and submitted Recommendation Reports to TAC regarding the PRRs described herein.  TAC considered the issues and voted to approve the PRRs.  

The following PRRs were approved by TAC and are recommended to the Board for final approval:

· 376PRR – Procure Total Ancillary Service from ERCOT – proposed effective date March 1, 2003; does not impact the ERCOT IT systems.  This PRR clarifies that a QSE may purchase Ancillary Services to cover both their ERCOT allocated ancillary service obligation as well as obligations scheduled to other Sub-QSEs or QSEs.

· 378PRR – RMR Units Mandatory Down Balancing Bids - proposed effective date March 1, 2003; there is no impact to the ERCOT computer systems.  This PRR excludes RMR unit’s energy schedules from the requirement to provide mandatory down balancing bids.  This assures that RMR units do not receive conflicting instructions.

The TAC recommendation reports are included in the Board meeting distribution.  In addition, all of these PRRs and supporting materials are presented on the ERCOT website, including comments submitted to ERCOT and recommendation reports from the PRS:

http://www.ercot.com/AboutERCOT/PublicDisclosure/ProtocolRev.htm



	Alternatives:  

(1) Approve the TAC recommendation on the PRRs listed above as submitted by TAC or as modified by the Board;  (2) reject the TAC recommendation; or (3) remand to TAC with instructions.  

	Conclusion/Recommendation:
As more specifically described above, TAC and ERCOT Staff recommend the Board approve all of the PRRs described herein.  
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