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MINUTES OF THE ERCOT TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC) MEETING


�
ERCOT Austin Office


7620 Metro Center Drive


Austin, Texas


January 9, 2003





Chair Les Barrow called the meeting to order on January 9, 2003 at 9:40 a.m.





Attendance:





Burkhalter, Bob�
ABB�
Guest�
�
Dreyfus, Mark�
AEN�
Guest�
�
Ramirez, Andy�
AEN�
Member�
�
Bender, Don�
AEP�
RMS Chair�
�
Ross, Richard�
AEP�
Member�
�
Smith, Barry�
AEP�
Guest�
�
Valencia, Cecelia�
Air Liquide�
Member�
�
Helton, Bob�
ANP�
Member�
�
Stauffacher, John�
APSES�
Guest�
�
Lenox, Hugh�
Brazos Electric Cooperative�
Member�
�
Wilkerson, Dan�
Bryan Texas Utilities�
Member�
�
Jones, Randy�
Calpine�
Member�
�
Houston, John�
CenterPoint Energy�
Member�
�
Stokes, Denise�
Competitive Assets�
Guest�
�
Waters, Garry�
Competitive Assets�
Guest�
�
Greer, Clayton�
Constellation Power Source�
Member/TAC Vice Chair�
�
Keegan, Doug�
Constellation Power Source�
Guest�
�
Brown, Jeff�
Coral Power�
Member�
�
Hughes, Hal�
Covington Consulting�
Guest�
�
Barrow, Les�
CPS�
Member�
�
Mays, Sharon�
Denton�
Member�
�
Huddleston, Barry�
Dynegy�
Member/WMS Chair�
�
Bojorquez, Bill�
ERCOT�
Staff�
�
Gallo, Andy�
ERCOT�
Staff�
�
Galvin, Jim�
ERCOT�
Staff�
�
Grimm, Larry�
ERCOT �
Staff�
�
Moseley, Cheryl�
ERCOT�
Staff�
�
Noel, Tom�
ERCOT�
Staff�
�
Saathoff, Kent�
ERCOT �
Staff�
�
Walker, Mark�
ERCOT�
Staff�
�
Harper, Brett�
First Choice Power�
Guest�
�
Trenary, Michelle�
First Choice Power�
Member�
�
Bruce, Mark�
FPL Energy�
Guest�
�
Garza, Beth�
FPL Energy�
Member/TAC Chair�
�
Ramon, Greg�
Frontera�
Guest�
�
Eddleman, Neil�
Gexa Energy�
Member Representative (for Zlotnik)�
�
Eaton, Terri�
Green Mountain�
Member�
�
Blaylock, Jeff�
House State Affairs Committee�
Guest�
�
Belk, Brad�
LCRA�
Member Representative (for Phillips)�
�
Phillips, Ross�
LCRA�
Member�
�
Wittmeyer, Bob�
Longhorn Power�
Member�
�
Stockstill, Dottie�
Mirant�
Guest�
�
Herrera, John�
MVEC�
Member�
�
Byrd, Jim�
Oncor�
Guest�
�
Pappas, Laurie�
OPUC�
Member�
�
Gauldin, Julie�
PUCT�
Guest�
�
Carlson, Trent�
Reliant�
Guest�
�
Gresham, Kevin�
Reliant�
PRS Chair�
�
Meyer, John�
Reliant�
Member�
�
Zake, Diana�
Reliant�
Guest�
�
Wood, Henry�
STEC�
Member/ROS Chair�
�
Comstock, Read�
Strategic Energy�
Member/RMS Vice Chair�
�
Bell, Wendell�
TPPA�
Guest�
�
Seymour, Cesar�
Tractebel Energy Marketing�
Guest�
�
Jenkins, Charles�
TXU�
Member�
�
Reynolds, Jim�
Utility Choice Electric�
Member�
�






The following Proxies were held:





Jill Hall – Held by Laurie Pappas


Ed Mader – Held by Laurie Pappas


Mark Morgan – Held by Laurie Pappas


Jeff Holligan – Held by Cecelia Valencia








Election of TAC Chair and Vice-Chair for 2003





Les Barrow noted that a TAC Chair and Vice-Chair needed to be elected for 2003.  The floor was opened to nominations for Chair. 


Andy Ramirez nominated Beth Garza





A motion was made by Sharon Mays and seconded by Dan Wilkerson to close the nominations and elect Beth Garza as Chair of the TAC for 2003 by acclamation.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote.





The floor was then opened to nominations for Vice-Chair.


Andy Ramirez nominated Ross Phillips (subsequently withdrawn)


Bob Wittmeyer nominated Clayton Greer


Laurie Pappas nominated Terri Eaton





Clayton Greer was elected as TAC Vice-Chair for 2003.








ERCOT Board Update





Les Barrow reported on the activities of the Board.  The Board met on December 17th in conjunction with the ERCOT Annual Meeting.  The Board elected Mike Greene as Chair and Bob Manning as Vice Chair for 2003.





The Board approved PRRs 359, 372, and 373.  The Board remanded PRR 357 (Revise Market Solution Definition) back to the TAC to address concerns with some of the language.  PRR 342 (AS Simultaneous Selection) was remanded back to the TAC for further revision and prioritization.  The PRS will address.  The Board also remanded PRR 370 (RMR Contract Process) back to the TAC to remove any Board approval requirements and to add the RMR Agreement checklist proposed by ERCOT.  





The Board discussed issues regarding the selection of a Default QSE for 2003.  The Board authorized ERCOT Staff to negotiate and execute a contract.  Tom Noel noted that the cost associated with a default QSE would be born by the Market, not the default QSE.  Noel also noted that the Board discussed RMR Agreement issues.  Both of these issues were discussed in Executive Session.  





For details, the draft minutes of the December 17, 2002 ERCOT Board Meeting are, or will be, posted on the ERCOT Web Site.  The next Board Meeting (two day retreat) is scheduled for January 21st and 22nd at the John Newcomb Tennis Ranch in New Braunfels, Texas.          








Approval of December 5, 2002 TAC Meeting Minutes





A motion was made by Andy Ramirez and seconded by John Herrera to approve the draft December 5, 2002 TAC Meeting Minutes as presented.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote. 








Market Operations Update (see Attachment)





Nancy Hetrick and Jim Galvin provided an update on the following topics related to Market Operations:  





GISB 1.4 Update


Texas Set Version 1.5


ERCOT Data Transparency


ERCOT Registration/QRE Team Transition Update


Move-In/Move-Out Task Force 


Market Synchronization Activities


Resettlement Update





Hetrick pointed out that the Test Flight for Version 1.5 would begin on February 24th.  The weekend starting on April 11th is the planned Production cutover weekend for Version 1.5.  Galvin noted that 268 resettlements have been performed to date.  It was also noted that even if the RMS Resolution is approved (see RMS Report), ERCOT should be back to six months after trade day True-Up Settlements by the end of 2003.           





       


Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Report (see Attachment)





Don Bender reported on the activities of the RMS.  The RMS met on December 18th.  Bender reported that 535,785 Switches and 1,443,193 Move-Ins were completed in 2002.   





Bender discussed a transparency issue where there is a desire for ERCOT to provide a usage data extract that will show, for each ESI ID, whether it is being settled on estimated or actual usage.  Currently, CRs do not know which ESI IDs are settled on estimated usage versus actual usage, because settlement data is at the aggregated load profile level within the QSE.  The RMS would like ERCOT to develop a usage extract and provide it to CRs on a daily basis and that true-up resettlements be suspended until this data is available.  The data extract will provide settlement data by ESI ID, as specified in SCR 727.  Kevin Gresham reviewed the process for addressing SCRs and ERCOT Projects in general.  SCR 727 requests a data extract of ESI ID information to enable CRs and TDSPs to know the time periods for CR relationships, ESI ID characteristics, and the usage data records used for data aggregation and settlement.


  


After true-up statements have been issued, QSEs/CRs can only dispute changes between Final Settlement and True-up.  Bender discussed the proposed resolution (below) approved by the RMS and issues and solutions related to each criterion contained in the resolution.  Bender emphasized that the progress toward completion criteria will be reviewed at each RMS Meeting.  It was noted that the resolution will need to be approved by the ERCOT Board.  The TAC discussed whether all of the criteria were all absolutely needed or whether some of the criteria were not as critical and did not need to be met as soon as the most critical.  The general consensus was that all five criteria are critical and necessary.  Concern was also expressed that this issue was not identified sooner.  It was emphasized that participation and cooperation from all MPs were required on a high priority basis to address and resolve this issue.  The TAC discussed at length whether the April 1st date (2 below) to commence true-up resettlements could be met or was meaningful.  The 95% level noted below was also questioned as being too low.  The RMS Resolution is as follows:  





Upon TAC approval, suspend further true-up resettlements for 2002.


True-up resettlement (starting with January 1, 2002) will commence April 1, 2003 or upon completion of the criteria below, whichever occurs first.  Any discrepancies after the deadline must be accepted by all parties.  Progress toward completion criteria will be reviewed at each RMS Meeting. 


Develop functionality and provide data extract as defined in SCR 727.  The RMS places a High-High project approval/priority to SCR 727. 


Market Synchronization project priorities 1 through 6, including “TDSP as LSE” clean-up and DART/QRE defined issues, must be 95% complete by all Market Participants based upon Market Sync Reporting Tool. 


Outstanding QRE Issues documented by ERCOT as of December 16, 2002 be 95% complete (“In Progress” and “In Analysis” as reported to the RMS on December 18, 2002 which total 33,369).


ERCOT will have in place a mechanism for daily monitoring and synchronization of ERCOT’s Siebel and Lodestar Systems. 


ERCOT’s Siebel related data issues will be monitored and brought to a point of being repaired daily.





A motion was made by Sharon Mays and seconded by Andy Ramirez that the TAC recommends that upon Board approval that 1) Further true-up resettlements for 2002 will be suspended and 2) True-up resettlement (starting with January 1, 2002) will resume when adequate accuracy can be assured (as developed by the RMS and approved by the TAC) and 45 days after SCR 727 has been implemented.  Every effort will be made to resume true-ups by April 1, 2003.  Progress toward completion criteria will be reviewed at each RMS Meeting and reported to the TAC and the Board monthly.  If the April 1, 2003 date cannot be met, the Board shall be advised and a revised target resumption date shall be given.  The motion was approved by a 29 to 1 vote. 





For details, the RMS Meeting Minutes are posted on the ERCOT Website.  The next RMS Meeting is scheduled for January 15th.








Protocol Revisions Subcommittee (PRS) Report (see Attachment)





Kevin Gresham reported on the activities of the PRS.  The PRS met on December 20th.  Gresham then discussed the prioritization of SCR 727 – ESI ID Service History Usage Extracts.  The RMS recommended and the PRS confirmed a rank of 1.1 for SCR 727.  A motion was made Les Barrow and seconded by Bob Wittmeyer to approve SCR 727 with a prioritization of 1.1 as recommended by the RMS and PRS.  Richard Ross requested that the functionality provided in SCR 727 also apply to NOIEs because data is currently lacking from these entities.  It was agreed to implement SCR 727 as is and revisit this issue at a later time as needed.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote. 


          


Gresham then discussed the following PRRs recommended for approval by the PRS: 





PRR 342 – AS Simultaneous Selection (Approved as revised on December 20, 2002).


Impact Analysis:  Impacts the ERCOT IT System.


Benefit:  Compliance with PUCT Order in Docket No. 23220.


Recommended Priority & Rank 1.1.


Recommended Effective Date:  Pending project start date.





PRR 370 – Process for Application and Approval of RMR Contracts (Approved as revised on December 20, 2002).


Impact Analysis:  There is no impact on the ERCOT IT Systems.


Benefit:  Outlines the RMR Application Process.


Recommended Priority & Rank:  N/A.


Recommended Effective Date:  Upon ERCOT Board of Directors approval.





PRR 361 – Section 15 Update (Approved as revised by the ERCOT comments).


Impact Analysis:  Impacts the ERCOT IT System.


Benefit:  During the Analysis Phase of Version 1.5 Implementation, design issues surfaced with respect to the process flows for the 814_28/29 transactions.  This PRR updates the Protocols to match the RMS directive that Critical Care should be relabeled “Special Needs” in the Texas SET Implementation Guides.


Recommended Priority & Rank:  N/A.


Recommended Effective Date:  Version 1.5.





PRR 367 – IDR Installation & Use (Approved as submitted).


Impact Analysis:  Does not impact the ERCOT Computer System.


Benefit:  Provides clarification that for Premises not required to have an IDR meter, an IDR installed at the request of ERCOT, a TDSP, a municipal, or a cooperative for load research, rate/tariff design calculation, coincident demand calculation, or Load Profiling purposes shall be exempt from the requirement to use an IDR for settlement purposes.


Recommended Priority & Rank:  N/A.


Recommended Effective Date:  February 1, 2003.





PRR 368 – Section 18 References (Approved as submitted).


Impact Analysis:  Does not impact the ERCOT Computer System.


Benefit:  Provides clarification.


Recommended Priority & Rank:  N/A.


Recommended Effective Date:  February 1, 2003.





A motion was made Bob Helton and seconded by Randy Jones to approve PRRs 361, 367, and 368 as recommended by the PRS.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote.     





Gresham discussed some of the details of PRR 370.  Terri Eaton expressed concern over language that had been added to Section 6.5.9.1 (1), “…or otherwise unavailable to be operated in the ERCOT Region…”  ERCOT also expressed concern that the language was too general and vague.  Tom Noel requested that the language be clarified and made more specific.  It was suggested that the language “…or otherwise unavailable to be operated in the ERCOT Region…” be struck from the PRR.  The TAC also discussed the issue of “attestation” and what is really obtained when an entity makes an “attestation”.  Laurie Pappas requested that ERCOT provide the Board with pricing and costing information related to RMR Contracts for their information.  Tom Noel noted that the Board decided that it would not approve RMR Agreements.  The Board is sensitive to the issue and is generally aware of the large costs of these contracts.  The TAC discussed whether the language in Section 1.3.1.2 (2) would make ERCOT’s RMR Study results unprotected.  Beth Garza declared PRR 370 as urgent which allows the TAC to amend the PRR language.  A motion was made Andy Ramirez and seconded by Terri Eaton to approve PRR 370 as recommended by the PRS, but replacing the language in Section 6.5.9.1 (1) “…or otherwise unavailable to be operated in the ERCOT Region…” with “…or disconnected from the ERCOT Grid…”, and replacing “all” in Section 1.3.1.2 (2) with “…applicable portions of…” between “RMR Agreements,” and “all studies”.  The “…or otherwise unavailable to be operated in the ERCOT Region…” language is to be replaced in all places in the PRR and associated form.  The motion was approved by a 20 to 5 vote with 4 abstentions.           





A motion was made by Bob Helton and seconded by Les Barrow to approve PRR 342 as recommended by the PRS and direct the WMS to develop a recommendation for “X” in Section 4.4.11 for TAC action at its March meeting.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote.


 


Gresham reported on the status of the PRS to address the long-term implications of RMR.  Gresham discussed the Transmission Planning Process and its impact on RMR.  The Regional Planning Process needs to be a more open process.  The RMRTF has scheduled its next meeting on January 16th.  Recommendations will be finalized for the PRS and TAC in February.    





For details, the PRS Meeting Minutes are posted on the ERCOT Website.  PRRs can be viewed or downloaded at http://www.ercot.com/AboutERCOT/PublicDisclosure/ProtocolRev.htm.  The next PRS Meeting is scheduled for January 17th. 








Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) Report





Barry Huddleston reported on the activities of the WMS.  The WMS met last on December 9th.  Huddleston discussed the following SMOGRR recommended for approval by the WMS:





SMOGRR 2002-3 – Change Control Process Modifications:  The change control process in the Settlement Metering Operating Guides (SMOG) currently requires Board confirmation to become effective.  The requested revision will make the changes to the SMOG effective on the first day of the month following TAC approval.  The Board will be advised of votes taken by the TAC on a Settlement Metering Operating Guides Revision Request (SMOGRR), but no Board action will be required.  Establishes consistency between ERCOT Operating Guides Change Control Processes.  





A motion was made by Les Barrow and seconded by Andy Ramirez to waive the one week notice for TAC to take action on the issue.  A motion was then made by Barry Huddleston and seconded by Richard Ross to approve SMOGRR 2002-3 as recommended by the WMS.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote.  





Huddleston reported that the WMS has formed a Wholesale Code of Conduct Task Force and he was chairing.  The task force met on January 8th.  Huddleston discussed the activities of the task force.  It has been proposed that ERCOT provide a Coordinator of Market Requests to determine if a Protocol was or was not consistent or would need to be referred to a subcommittee for investigation and a recommendation.  The task force has scheduled its next meeting on January 29th to finalize the report.





Huddleston reported that the Joint ROS/WMS Generation Adequacy Ad Hoc Task Force met on January 7th.  A Generation Adequacy Planning LOLE/LOLP Study Seminar was held on December 6th.  The task force plans to discuss alternative approaches to the current study process.  





Huddleston noted that as Chair of the WMS that he was a representative on the NERC Market Interface Committee (MIC).  For now, Huddleston will be on the MIC until his term ends in June 2003.  





For details, the WMS Meeting Minutes are posted on the ERCOT Website.  The next WMS Meeting is scheduled for January 10th.








Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Report





Henry Wood reported on the activities of the ROS.  The ROS met on December 10th.  The following OGRR was recommended for approval by the ROS: 





OGRR 123 – Increase Maximum UFR Percentage for RRS from 25% to 35%:  Increases the amount of interruptible load on high-set under-frequency relays (UFR) participation that Resources can provide as Responsive Reserve Service (RRS) from 25 to 35%. 





Wood noted that at its December 5th meeting, the TAC approved the increase of the Responsive Reserve Service percentage provided by UFR from 25% to 35%.  A motion was made by Randy Jones and seconded by Ross Phillips to approve OGRR 123 as recommended by the ROS.  The motion was approved by a 25 to 0 voice vote with 1 abstention.    





Wood reported that the PDCWG is continuing to work on the development of an ERCOT Frequency Response Standard.  The PDCWG uses a standard of (420 MW/.1 Hz.) as the basis of measurement for QSE performance.  The PDCWG has been directed to investigate tying the recommended allocation of Frequency Governor Response to scheduled generation instead of a Responsive Reserve Allocation.  


	


For details, the ROS Meeting Minutes are posted on the ERCOT Website.  OGRRs can be viewed or downloaded at http://www.ercot.com/AboutERCOT/PublicDisclosure/OpGuideRev.htm.  The next ROS Meeting is scheduled for January 15th. 








Operations Update (see Attachment)





Kent Saathoff provided an update related to operations since implementation of Relaxed Balanced Schedules (RBS) on November 1st.  To date, there have not been any significant changes in scheduling or operations since RBS was implemented.  Saathoff reviewed some of the data collected.  Nothing out of the ordinary has occurred and no problems have been encountered.





Saathoff also discussed the status of Ancillary Services issues related to RBS.  Saathoff then provided an update on RMR Contracts.  The TAC discussed the length of the current RMR Contracts and concern was expressed that it is unknown how long individual contracts will be in effect.  





Greg Ramon of Frontera discussed the following concerns related to the 2003 RMR Contracts:


The duration of the 2003 RMR Contracts.


Availability of the RMR Study.  





These issues will be addressed by the RMR Task Force.





Saathoff then discussed the status of a Market Solution review.  The ERCOT System sent false Market Solution flags for Local Balancing Energy Service for some intervals starting on May 6, 2002.  A fix was placed into the production system.  New software code has been created to determine correctly whether a Market Solution existed for resolving local congestion.  The new software appears to be working.  The TAC briefly discussed how resettlement would occur.   





The new Coleto Creek to Pawnee 345 kV line was placed in service on January 7th.  ERCOT’s State Estimator was implemented on January 8th.  ERCOT will report on the coverage of the State Estimator at the February 6th TAC Meeting.   








TAC Meeting Schedule for 2003





February 6th   �
May 8th  �
August 7th �
November 6th �
�
March 6th �
June 5th �
September 4th  �
December 4th �
�
April 3rd �
July 2nd �
October 9th �
�
�






The next TAC Meeting is scheduled for February 6, 2003 from 9:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to be held at the ERCOT Austin Office.


     





There being no further business, Beth Garza adjourned the meeting at 3:25 p.m. on January 9, 2003.














�











 





 





�





   APPROVED – 02/06/03














	�page \* arabic�3�











