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	PRR Number
	332PRR
	PRR Title
	Unit-specific Dispatch Instructions and Resources Undergoing Required Testing

	Status
	Posted

	Protocol Section Requiring Revision
	4.5.2: Receipt of QSE’s Balancing Energy Bid Curves 

5.4.3: Dispatch Instruction Procedures;

5.6.7: EECP STEPS 

6.10.2: General Capacity Testing Requirements; 

6.10.3: Ancillary Services Qualification Criteria and Portfolio Test Methods 

	Requested Resolution
	Normal

	Revision Description
	This revision recognizes prudent operating practices by prohibiting the ISO from issuing resource-specific dispatch instructions while the resource is in the process of pre-COD testing, required seasonal real and reactive testing, and testing necessary prior to and returning from annual planned maintenance (example: turbine trip tests prior to or after an annual turnaround).  This PRR is submitted to ensure that the noted Protocol sections reflect recently approved ISO internal procedural steps in dealing with units undergoing testing. 



	Reason for Revision
	Currently, in complying with seasonal testing requirements, a QSE must either call the ISO to receive a VDI to cover resource testing or ensure that the resource plan Max. and Min. for the unit are the same value in order to ensure that the unit will not be dispatched in the middle of testing.  This revision will remove the need for those workarounds and restrict the ISO’s dispatching of units under testing to only those instances when reliability is threatened or Ancillary Services Qualification testing requires dispatch to various output levels.

Cost to implement this PRR is expected to be strictly administrative and minimal and benefit to the market is that units can be tested without interruption, saving contract labor costs and potential delays in unit commercial operation dates.
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	05/10/2002

	Date Posted
	05/13/2002

	Comments Due
	06/03/2002

	PRS Review Date
	06/25/2002

	PRS Recommendation
	06/27/2002

	TAC Consideration
	08/08/2002

	Board Consideration
	08/20/2002


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


4.5.2
Receipt of QSE’s Balancing Energy Bid Curves
ERCOT will receive QSEs Balancing Energy bid curves by the end of each Adjustment Period for an Operating Hour.  QSEs may voluntarily submit Balancing Energy Service Up and Down bid curves to ERCOT for use in the Operating Period.   

QSEs may also be required to submit mandatory Balancing Energy Service Down bid curves if called on to do so by ERCOT.  If so, the QSEs will submit an amount of Balancing Energy Service Down bids sufficient to meet ERCOT’s required percentage of Balancing Energy Service Down bids as posted at 0600 of the Day Ahead.  Balancing Energy Service Down bids shall be supplied for at least the percentage requirement posted by ERCOT multiplied by the QSE’s scheduled energy resources (exclusive of any test generation of which ERCOT has been notified) in each Congestion Zone, less any QSE trades, averaged over the hour.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5.4.3 Dispatch Instruction Procedures

The procedures for issuing and responding to Dispatch Instructions are as follows:

(1) All Dispatch Instructions to Resources — whether for dispatch of Ancillary Services, System Emergencies or any other reason — shall be directed to the QSE responsible for the affected Resource.  ERCOT shall refrain from issuing dispatch instructions to generating units and other resources undergoing testing with the exception of,

a) dispatch instructions that are a part of the testing, and

b) during force majeure events that threaten the reliability of the system.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5.6.7 EECP STEPS 

Step 1 — Maintain 2300 MW of ERCOT’s reserve service Resources comprised of: (1) undeployed Responsive Reserve Service; and (2) that amount of Non-Spinning Reserve Service which has been deployed but has not ramped to its specified output level. ERCOT will: 

(1) Use those available Ancillary Services that can be deployed to increase Responsive Reserves.

(2) Provide Dispatch Instructions to QSEs to start all Resources that are available in the time frame of the emergency (OOMC). Similarly, ERCOT will provide Dispatch Instructions to QSEs to suspend any ongoing generating unit or resource performance testing and maximize Resource deployment (OOME) to increase Responsive Reserve levels on other Resources. QSEs intending to provide OOMC and OOME will comply as soon as practicable

(3) Use available DC Tie capacity that is not already being used by the market.

(4) Start RMR Units available in the time frame of the Emergency. RMR Units should be loaded to full capability.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6.10.2
General Capacity Testing Requirements

QSEs shall provide ERCOT a list identifying each Generation Resource unit that is expected to operate more than 168 hours in a Season as a provider of energy and/or Ancillary Services. ERCOT shall evaluate during each Season of expected operation, the Net Dependable Capability of each unit expected to operate more than 168 hours except for any Generation Resources used solely for energy services and whose capacity is less than 10 MW. Prior to the beginning of each Season, QSEs shall identify the Generation Resources to be tested during the Season and the specific week of the test if known. This schedule may be modified by the QSE (including retests) during the Season. QSEs not identifying a specific week for a Generation Resource unit test must test the unit within the first 168 hours of run time during the Season or operate with a net dependable capability equal to the highest integrated hourly MWh output demonstrated during the first 168 hours of run time. QSEs do not have to bring units on-line or shut down solely for the purpose of the seasonal verification.  With the exception of force majeure events that threaten system reliability, ERCOT shall not attempt to issue unit or resource-specific dispatch instructions for the purpose of congestion management to any unit or resource that is undergoing required verification testing.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
6.10.3 Ancillary Services Qualification Criteria and Portfolio Test Methods

Only QSEs that have been qualified and tested may be used to provide Ancillary Services.  ERCOT shall develop and operate its qualification and testing program to meet the following requirements for each Ancillary Service.  With the exception of the development of force majeure events that threaten system reliability, or where required as fundamental to the test, ERCOT shall not attempt to issue unit or resource-specific dispatch instructions to any unit or resource that is undergoing required Ancillary Services Qualification verification testing. 
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