ERCOT Protocol Revision Request

	PRR Number
	383PRR
	PRR Title
	RMR Resource Maintenance Outage Approval

	Status
	Posted

	Protocol Section Requiring Revision
	8.1.4.1 & 22-F Section 8

(Note all of section 8.1 is provided as a reference)

	Requested Resolution
	Normal

	Revision Description
	Presently there is no specific time which ERCOT must either approve or reject maintenance outage requests for RMR Units.  The revisions are intended to simply place a requirement that ERCOT respond within a specific period of time.  

	Reason for Revision
	

	Timeline

	Date Received
	01/21/2003

	Date Posted
	01/21/2003

	Comments Due
	02/11/2003

	PRS Review Date
	02/20/2003

	PRS Recommendation
	

	TAC Consideration
	04/03/2003

	Board Consideration
	04/15/2003


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


8.1.1
Role of ERCOT

ERCOT will coordinate, and approve or disapprove when applicable, Outages for maintenance, repair, and construction of Transmission Facilities, and the ERCOT Transmission Grid, with information obtained from Resources Planned Outage schedules, TSP Planned and Maintenance Outage schedules, and other relevant information. 

Facility owners shall remain solely and directly responsible for the performance of all maintenance, repair, and construction work, whether on energized or de-energized Facilities, including all activities related to providing a safe working environment.

Prior to taking an RMR or a Synchronous Condenser Unit or Black Start Resource out of service for a Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage, the QSE representing such RMR or a Synchronous Condenser Unit or Black Start Resource shall obtain ERCOT’s approval of the schedule of the Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage.  ERCOT shall review and approve or reject each proposed Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage schedule as provided in this Section and in accordance with the applicable Agreements.
8.1.2
Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage Data Reporting

All information submitted in relation to Planned Outages or Maintenance Outage must be submitted by the Resource Entity and the Transmission Service Provider in accordance with this Section.  Resource Entities and TSPs shall supply to ERCOT the data defined in these Protocols and the Operating Guides.

8.1.2.2 Reporting for Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages of Transmission Facilities  

TSPs shall submit information regarding proposed Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages of Transmission Facilities in accordance with procedures adopted by ERCOT.  The obligation to submit such information applies only to TSPs that have operation and maintenance responsibility for Transmission Facilities constituting or impacting the ERCOT System.  TSPs are not obligated to submit information for Transmission Facilities that are not part of the ERCOT Transmission Grid unless such information is required for regional security coordination. 

8.1.2.3 Approval of Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facilities

Proposed Transmission Facility Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage information submitted by a TSP in accordance with this Section constitutes a request for ERCOT’s approval of the Outage schedule associated with the Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage.  ERCOT shall not be deemed to have approved the Outage schedule associated with the Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage until ERCOT notifies the TSP of its approval pursuant to procedures adopted by ERCOT.  ERCOT shall evaluate requests as set forth in Section 8.3, Evaluation of Transmission Facility Planned Outage Requests.  ERCOT shall respond to requests for TSPs as set forth in Section 8.4,  ERCOT Approval of Transmission System Outages.

8.1.3 Rolling Twelve Month Outage Planning and Update
All Resource Entities and all TSPs will provide ERCOT a written Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage program for the next twelve (12) months. Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage scheduling data for Resources and Transmission Facilities constituting or impacting the ERCOT Transmission Grid shall be submitted by the close of the first Business Day of each Season. These seasonal updates must identify all changes to any previously proposed Planned Outages or Maintenance Outage and any additional Planned Outages or Maintenance Outage anticipated over the next twelve (12) months.

8.1.4
Resources Outage Plan 

Resource Entities shall include the following non-binding information in the Outage plan for each Resource:

(1) The Resource identified by common name and ESI ID;

(2) The net megawatts of capacity anticipated to be unavailable;

(3) The estimated start and finish date for each Planned Outage; and 

(4) An estimate of the deviation that could occur in the Planned Outage schedule (i.e., the earliest start date and the latest finish date).

8.1.4.1
Changes to a Resource Outage Plan

All Resource Entities shall notify ERCOT of any changes to a Resource Outage plan that affects activities scheduled to occur within the next 30 days.

ERCOT shall accept all changes to Resources Outage plans as submitted without comment except as otherwise provided in this Section and in accordance with the applicable Agreements.

8.1.4.2
Clarifying Information Requests

ERCOT may request clarifying information from a Resource Entity regarding the information submitted as part of a Resource Outage plan.

*****************************************************************************

Protocol 22-F:

Section 8. Operation.

A. Designated Unit Maintenance. Before the start of each contract year, Participant shall furnish ERCOT with its proposed schedule for Planned Outages for inspection, repair, maintenance, and overhaul of the Designated Unit for the contract year. Participant will promptly advise ERCOT of any later changes to the schedule. The specific times for Planned Outages of the Designated Unit must be approved or rejected by ERCOT within 7 days after submission by a Participant.   Requested outages shall only be rejected if necessary to assure reliability of the ERCOT System.  ERCOT shall, if requested by Participant, endeavor to accommodate changes to the schedule to the extent that reliability of the ERCOT System is not materially affected by those changes.    Participant shall, if requested by ERCOT, endeavor to accommodate changes to the schedule to the extent the reliability and safety of operation of the Unit is not materially affected by those changes.  In all cases, ERCOT must find a time for Participant to perform maintenance in a reasonable timeframe as defined by Good Utility Practice. 
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