
ERCOT ROS Steady State Working Group (SSWG)

Scope

The ERCOT Steady State Working Group (SSWG) operates under the direction of the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS).  The SSWG’s main objectives are to produce seasonal and future load-flow base cases, coordinate tie-line data, update the Most Limiting Series Equipment Database, maintain the ERCOT Data Dictionary, update the SSWG Procedural Manual, prepare data for and review seasonal transmission loss factor calculation, and provide requested transmission system data and power-flow support documents to market participants.  The SSWG usually meets in July and November to accomplish these tasks, and at other times during the year as needed to resolve any impending load-flow modeling issues or to provide technical support to the ROS.  Some of the above responsibilities are further described as follows:

· Develop and maintain load-flow base cases for the spring, summer, fall, and winter seasons of the upcoming year.  The cases, collectively known as Data Set A, are normally produced by the SSWG by August 1st on an annual basis.  These seasonal cases consist of one on-peak and one off-peak case for each of the four seasons. 

· Develop and maintain load-flow base cases for the five future years following the upcoming year.  The cases, collectively known as Data Set B, are normally produced by the SSWG in December on an annual basis.  These future cases consist of five Summer On-Peak cases, one Winter On-Peak case, and one Minimum case. 

· Maintain and update the ERCOT Data Dictionary to reflect new bus information and SCADA names.  This task is performed during the Data Set A & B work.

· Maintain and update the SSWG Procedural Manual to reflect current planning practices and the latest load-flow base case modeling methodologies.

· Prepare data for and review seasonal transmission loss factor calculation on an annual basis.  This task is to be done by October 1st.

· Maintain and update the Most Limiting Series Equipment Database to reflect the most limiting thermal ratings of transmission and substation equipment.  This task is performed annually at year-end.

· Assist in development of ERCOT processes for compliance with NERC Planning Standards, for both entity and Region-wide requirements.

· Coordinate tie-line data submission to ERCOT with neighboring companies.  Maintain and update the ERCOT Tie-Line Database.  This task is performed during the Data Set A and Data Set B work.

· Provide transmission system data, contingency information, and power-flow support documents to market participants as requested by the Data Sharing Task Force.


· Perform Voltage Control and Reactive Planning studies as directed by the ROS.
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