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Date:
  January 8, 2002

To:
  Board of Directors

From:
  Les Barrow, TAC Chairman

Subject:  Protocol Revision Requests

Issue for the ERCOT Board of Directors

ERCOT Board of Directors Meeting Date:  January 15, 2002
Agenda Item 4b:  Consideration of Protocol Revision Requests (PRRs)

	Issue:
ERCOT Protocol revisions.



	Key Factors Influencing Issue:

The Protocol Revisions Subcommittee (PRS) met, discussed the issues, and submitted Recommendation Reports to TAC regarding the PRRs described herein.  TAC considered the issues and voted to approve the PRRs.  

The following PRRs were approved by TAC and are recommended to the Board for final approval:

· 261PRR – Permits/Move-in/Move-out Revision Request – proposed to be effective upon implementation of Version 1.5 of Texas SET (System impact – part of Phase 3).  This PRR adds an option that places additional responsibility on the Competitive Retailers (CRs).  A new DTM Code in the 814-12 (REP) transaction will be used when ERCOT is forwarding the move-in date change to the Current CR of record.  This only applies when the move-in date change request date is after the originally scheduled move-in date so that the current CR knows to send a move-out date change request if they so desire.  
· 283PRR – ERCOT Read Meter Data – proposed to be effective upon implementation of PIP204 (System impact, part of Phase 2b).  This PRR would change PIP 204 to provide Market Participants data for ERCOT-populated ESI IDS via a data extract instead of through 867_03 EDI transactions and would add a requirement to provide Market Participants EPS Meter Recorder (RIDs) level data via a data extract.  [This PRR was presented to TAC at its October 2002 meeting but was referred to RMS to confirm that the retail marketers were satisfied with this modification.  The RMS Chair, Walt Fenoglio, reported to TAC that RMS had discussed the issue and was comfortable with the change.]

· PRR289 – Block Load Transfers – proposed to be effective 02/01/02 (No system impact).  This PRR simplifies the manner that the ERCOT Protocols accommodate Block Load Transfers (BLT) and makes the treatment of ERCOT and Non-ERCOT loads similar.  This PRR removes the boxed text in PIP209.  TAC modified this PRR to provide that TDSPs shall be responsible for tracking the instances where Block Load Transfers are used (the fifth instance of a BLT in a year period, EPS metering must be installed).

· 298PRR – Revise Settlements Calendar – proposed to be effective January 21, 2002 (No significant system impact). This PRR was considered by the Board at its December 2001 meeting.  The Board directed TAC to work further on this PRR and bring it back for consideration by the Board at the January 2002 meeting.  

At its January meeting, TAC voted to recommend approval of the portions of the PRR related to changing the QSE payment schedule – such that payments by QSEs to ERCOT shall be due by the end of a Business Day, and payments by ERCOT to QSEs shall be due by the end of the following Business Day.  All other portions of 298PRR, related primarily to proposed changes to the Settlement Calendar, have been remanded to PRS as PRR 308 for further consideration on an urgent basis.

· 302PRR – BUL Capacity Payment Calculation – proposed to be effective concurrent with PIP112 (System impact – part of Phase 2b).  This PRR establishes a baseline approach for calculating the BUL capacity payment based on historical data.  The baseline would be based on a 10-day or six-day average of actual metered load.  The baseline will be adjusted to actual load in the two hours prior to notice to reflect temperature sensitive load and to address gaming concerns.

All of these PRRs and supporting materials are presented on the ERCOT website, including comments submitted to ERCOT and recommendation reports from the PRS:

http://www.ercot.com/AboutERCOT/PublicDisclosure/ProtocolRev.htm

Because of the volume of this material, it is not included in the Board meeting distribution.  Please reference the website postings for review as necessary.  Notify ERCOT Staff if you have any difficulties reviewing these postings.



	Alternatives:  (1) Approve the TAC recommendation on the PRRs listed above as submitted by TAC or as modified by the Board;  (2) reject the TAC recommendation;  or (3) remand to TAC with instructions.  



	Conclusion/Recommendation:
As more specifically described above, TAC and ERCOT Staff recommend the Board approve all of the PRRs described herein.  
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