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Protocol Revision Request

	PRR Number
	297PRR
	PRR Title
	Provisional Qualification of Existing Interruptible Loads and Curtailment Program Participants as Loads Acting as Resources or BULs

	Status
	Posted

	Protocol Section Requiring Revision
	Section 6.10

	Requested Resolution
	Urgent 

	Revision Description
	This revision shall provisionally qualify or certify certain loads that were served on an interruptible tariff, participated in a group load curtailment tariff, or participated in a direct load control program on August 1, 2001 to act as a load acting as a resource or a balancing up load (BUL), provided the load can meet the metering and performance criteria outlined in the Protocols.  This qualification or certification is provisional, until such time as ERCOT has refined application forms, fully completed “outreach activities” to inform potential loads acting as resources and BULs of the normal certification requirements, fully developed performance testing procedures, and permitted loads a reasonable opportunity to apply and undergo the certification procedures.  

The DemandSideTF is not sure how many demand-side resources this Revision will actually assist.  There is concern that existing telemetry is being removed from some sites of some interruptible customers, which may negate their provisional qualification.  There is a further concern that the communications systems used in recent group load curtailment programs may not meet the new standards established in the Protocols.  Thus, this proposal only partially addresses the problems associated with qualifying today’s demand-side resources for participation in the new market. 

	Reason for Revision
	There is presently 3,000 MW to 5,000 MW of interruptible load on the ERCOT system, as well as over 100 MW of load participating in group load curtailment programs, and over 100 MW provided by direct load control programs.  Few, if any, of these potential resources or BULs have yet been qualified to participate in the market after January 1, 2002.  

Application forms have not yet been developed for potential BULs.  Some potential loads acting as resources that have sought qualification have been informed that ERCOT is not yet processing their applications.  Most interruptible loads are probably unaware that they need to complete a qualification process in order to participate in the market as a load acting as a resource or a BUL after January 1, 2002.  There seems to be some confusion regarding whether all testing procedures are in place.

This proposed change will help to preserve today’s demand-side resources, while qualification procedures are refined to facilitate their participation in tomorrow’s markets.

	Timeline

	Date Received:
	10/25/2001

	Date Posted:
	10/25/2001

	Comments Due:
	

	PRS Review Date:
	

	PRS Recommendation:
	

	TAC Consideration:
	

	Board Consideration:
	

	
	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


Add to Section 6.10.1:

All loads served under an instantaneous interruptible tariff on July 1, 2001 shall be provisionally qualified as a load acting as a resource and eligible to participate as a responsive reserve resource beginning January 1, 2002, provided the load has a high set underfrequency relay and the existing ERCOT telemetry remains intact.  This shall include customers that were served under Reliant Energy HL&P’s IS-I tariff, TXU Electric Company’s Rider I (II), AEP West Texas Utilities Company’s Experimental Rider for Interruptible Service Rate INT, and similar tariffs offered by other investor-owned utilities and non-opt-in entities.  Movement of telemetry from one entity to another requires telemetry re-qualification. 

All loads served under an interruptible service tariff that requires interruptions within 30 minutes of notice on July 1, 2001 shall be provisionally qualified as a load acting as a resource and eligible to participate as a non-spinning reserve resource or a replacement capacity resource beginning January 1, 2002 provided the load has the existing telemetry to ERCOT intact.   This shall include customers that were served under Reliant Energy HL&P’s ISI, IS-10 and IS-30 tariffs, TXU Electric Company’s Rider I (II and NI), AEP Central Power and Light Company’s Interruptible Service Rider 28, and similar tariffs offered by other investor-owned utilities and non-opt-in entities.

All loads served under any interruptible service tariff or curtailable service tariff on July 1, 2001 shall be provisionally qualified to participate as a balancing up load (BUL) beginning January 1, 2002, provided the load is metered with an IDR which can be remotely accessed by ERCOT or through the TDSP.  
Any load that participated in a group load curtailment program sponsored by an electric utility in ERCOT on July 1, 2001 shall be qualified to participate as a BUL, provided the load meets the metering standards established by ERCOT for a BUL.  Further, any load that participated in a direct load control program sponsored by an electric utility in ERCOT on July 1, 2001 shall be qualified to participate as a BUL resource, provided the load meets the metering requirements (including any sampling standards identified in Section 18) established by ERCOT.  

All provisional qualifications shall expire once loads have had a reasonable opportunity to apply for and meet the normal qualification standards described in this section.  Provisional qualification shall expire once all of the following conditions have been met:

· Application forms for both loads acting as resources and BULs have been developed and are publicly available on a web site.

· The testing program described in Section 6.10.2 has been developed.

· All energy consumers served under interruptible or curtailable tariffs offered by investor-owned utilities on July 1, 2001 have been notified of the need to be certified by ERCOT in order to preserve their opportunity to participate as a resource or a BUL in various ERCOT markets in the future.  This notification may come from ERCOT, their traditional utility supplier, or a CR.

· The ERCOT Board certifies that these conditions have been met and loads have had a reasonable opportunity to apply and be certified under the procedures outlined in this section.

All TDSPs shall submit a list to ERCOT by December 1, 2001 identifying all customers for which they plan on continuing providing telemetry that were served on an interruptible or curtailable tariff on July 1, 2001.  This list shall be treated as confidential information by ERCOT and used by ERCOT for the explicit purpose of pre-qualifying potential loads acting as resources and BULs.

	Sponsor

	Name
	Jay Zarnikau on behalf of the Task Force on Demand Side Resources and Demand Responsiveness
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	jayz@frontierassoc.com

	Company
	Frontier Associates

	Company Address
	4131 Spicewood Springs Rd., Suite O-3, Austin, TX  78759

	Phone Number
	512 372 8778
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You must recalibrate telemetry if you move it form one QSE or TDSP to another.  ERCOT must have accurate readings they can depend on.
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The meter IDR must be able to be remotely scanned to meet the settlement and performance timing requirements.
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