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PRS Recommendation Report

	PRR Number
	289PRR
	PRR Title
	Block Load Transfers

	Recommended Action 
	Approve

	Recommended Effective Date
	February 1, 2002 [Unless a system impact is identified.]

	PRR Background
	This PRR simplifies the manner that the ERCOT Protocols accommodate Block Load Transfers and makes the treatment of ERCOT and Non-ERCOT loads similar.  Removes the boxed text in PIP209.


	Protocol Revision Subcommittee Recommendation 
	PRS recommends approval as amended by the AEP comments and PRS.

	
	


	Recommended Language


5.7 
Block Load Transfers between ERCOT and Non-ERCOT Control Areas

Under Alert or EECP conditions it may be necessary for ERCOT to request the implementation Block Load Transfers (BLT) schemes which will transfer loads normally located in the ERCOT Control Area to a Non-ERCOT Control Area.  Similarly, when Non-ERCOT Control Areas experience certain transmission contingency or short supply conditions, it may be necessary for ERCOT to agree to the implementation of BLT schemes which will transfer loads normally located in a Non-ERCOT Control Area to the ERCOT Control Area.  BLTs will be restricted to the following conditions:  

(1) 
BLTs shall only occur under a specific Dispatch Instruction from ERCOT.  

(2) 
BLTs that are looped systems may be tied to the other power pool’s electrical system through multiple interconnection points at the same time.  Transfers of looped configurations will only be permitted if all interconnection points are netted under a single ESI ID 
.  Individual meter points for looped system BLT’s must be within the same Congestion Management zone.  
(3) 
BLTs of load to the ERCOT Control Area  will be treated as Load in the ERCOT settlement system and will only be permitted if such transfers will not jeopardize the reliability of the ERCOT System.  Under an ERCOT Emergency Notice, BLTs that have been implemented may be curtailed or terminated by ERCOT in order to maintain the reliability of the ERCOT system.  

(4) 
BLTs of load from the ERCOT Control Area will be treated as a Resource in the ERCOT settlement system and will only be instructed with the permission of the affected Non-ERCOT Control Area.  Under emergency conditions, BLTs that have been implemented may be curtailed or terminated by the Non-ERCOT Control Area in order to maintain the reliability of the Non-ERCOT system.

(6) (5) 
Restoration of service to outage customers using BLTs will be accomplished, as quickly as possible if the transfers will not jeopardize the reliability of the ERCOT System and only under specific Dispatch Instruction from ERCOT.
(7) The necessary Market Participant agreements, metering, and ERCOT settlement systems are in place prior to the implementation of any BLT.

1.   
2. 
3. 
(8) .

(9)  Transmission BLT metering points utilized 5 or more time per year will conform to ERCOT Polled Settlement (EPS) Metering requirements as defined in Section 10 of these Protocols and the Settlement Metering Operating Guides.  BLT metering point that are Distribution or used less than 5 times per year will be revenue quality, Four (4) channel bi-directional Kwh/Kvarh, 15 minute Interval Data Recording (IDR) metering with remote interrogation.  ERCOT may impose additional metering requirements as deemed necessary to ensure ERCOT Grid reliability and integrity.

5.7.1  BLT Data Model in ERCOT Systems

Each BLT point which will transfer loads normally located in the ERCOT control area to a Non-ERCOT control area will be established as a pseudo generation facility and designated as such in ERCOT systems. Each BLT point which will transfer loads normally located in a Non-ERCOT control area to the ERCOT control area will have an ESI ID associated with it and will be treated as load in the ERCOT systems.  

5.7.2 Registration of BLT Points

BLTs that block ERCOT load into a Non-ERCOT control area will be treated as a Resource by ERCOT and assigned a Resource ID.  An ERCOT registered Resource Entity, with an ERCOT registered QSE affiliation, must complete the applicable Asset Registration forms.  This Asset registration form along with the Metering Design Documentation will be the basis for establishing the ERCOT Data Model.

BLTs that block Non-ERCOT load into the ERCOT control area will be treated as a load by ERCOT and assigned an ESID.  The TDSP associated to the BLT point has the responsibility for creation and maintenance of BLT ESI IDs.  Distribution 
BLTs points located behind NOIE metering points do not require an ESI ID.  An ERCOT registered LSE, with an ERCOT registered QSE affiliation, must be assigned to the ESI ID associated to BLT Point.

5.7.3 Scheduling & Operation of BLTs

The QSE of the Resource associated with a BLT Point will include that Resource in its Resource Plan.  The QSE will not be required to provide the real time data to ERCOT normally provided for Resources.  The Resource Plan shall reflect the availability of the resource, but ERCOT shall confirm its availability with the Non-ERCOT control area prior to issuing any dispatch instructions to the QSE and the TDSP.  Any energy delivered under such a dispatch instruction shall be treated as an OOME instruction to the QSE.    

The QSE of the LSE assigned to the ESI ID associated with a BLT Point will include that load in its Balanced Schedules.  

5.7.4 Settlement of BLT Points

When ERCOT load is blocked into a Non-ERCOT control area, the energy delivered to ERCOT load through a BLT will be treated as generation into the Congestion Zone in the settlement system.  The generation and dispatch instruction will be attributed to the Resource registered for that BLT point.   ERCOT customers, customer’s REPs, and REP’s QSEs served by a Non-ERCOT control area through a BLT will not be impacted by the switch to a Non-ERCOT resource.  ERCOT will settle with all parties through the ERCOT settlement process. 

When a Non-ERCOT control area load is blocked into ERCOT, the energy delivered to the Non-ERCOT control area through a BLT will be treated as load in the Congestion Zone in the settlement system. The QSE of the LSE assigned to the ESI ID associated with the BLT point load is responsible for any applicable fees and charges as described in Section 9 Settlement and Billing.

10.2.3 
ERCOT Polled Settlement (EPS) Meters 

(1) ERCOT shall poll meter Facilities meeting any one of the following criteria: 

(2) Any Generation connected directly to the ERCOT Transmission Grid;

(3) Any auxiliary meters used for generation netting by ERCOT;

(4) Any Generation delivering 10 MW or more to the ERCOT System;

(5) Any Generation participating in any Ancillary Service market; 

(6) NOIE points connected bi-directionally to the ERCOT system; and 

(7) Any Direct Current ties. 
Additionally, ERCOT will poll any generator or NOIE metering point at the request of such Entity, provided the metering Facility meets all requirements and approvals associated with EPS metering requirements of this Section and the Operating Guides.

PIP198: Added complexity of the metering scenarios associated with EPS meters on Load resources > 10 MW will require ERCOT to implement additional functionality for netting loads and populating multiple ESI-Ids.  Recommend removing the protocol language until these issues are detailed and accommodated fully. Add the following when the system supports:

Loads acting as a Resource of 10 MW or more on the ERCOT System, may, at their option have an EPS meter.

	PRR Evaluation

	Non-ERCOT Market Comparison
	No Comparison conducted.

	
	

	

	Comments Author
	Comments Summary

	ERCOT
	Proposed language to make the treatment of BLT metering consistent with the metering requirements associated to power flows from other control areas as defined in section 10 of Protocols and to clarify ESI ID maintenance obligations.

	AEP
	Further clarified the BLT and EPS metering.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 1���Not aware of an “ERCOT approved BLT design proposal”.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 1���The intent here is to make a distinction on the use of EPS metering for BLT points. EPS metering requirements require redundant meters and if there is a problem a Certified System Meter Tech is required to fix it within the time frame defined in Section 10.   Many Transmission BLTs are used only for emergencies and seldom ever used.  It does not make since to send a Certified System Meter Tech out immediately to fix a meter that is not being used.  They should not be required to have the same rigorous EPS metering requirements as generation or transmission facilities utilized frequently.  Distribution BLTs should also not be required to have EPS metering since the amount of power transfer is typically less than 10 MW.  Generation less than 10 MW does not have EPS metering.  The metering however should be revenue quality and have remote interrogation.  Transmission BLT points that are used for emergency and market purposes should have EPS metering since these points are most likely to be used on a routine bases.   





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 1���Transmission BLTs can transfer large (greater than 10 MW) amounts of power and ERCOT should be aware of all large power transfers due to reliability issues.  
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