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Protocol Revision Request

	PRR Number
	267PRR
	PRR Title
	Black Start Basic Startup Test Interval

	Status
	

	Protocol Section Requiring Revision
	6.10.3.6

	Requested Resolution
	Normal

	Revision Description
	Clarify requirements for annual testing of black start units.

	Reason for Revision
	Protocols 6 is not clear on whether one or three year test interval is required for blackstart units.  One year testing (basic start test) seems to be the overriding intent of the Protocols.  Furthermore, one year testing is necessary to meet NERC Planning Standards.  The 3 year testing and 6 year testing described include the basic start test.  So in years that those tests are performed, the basic start test will also be done in the process.

	Timeline

	Date Received
	7/24/2001

	Date Posted
	7/26/2001

	Comments Due
	8/16/2001

	PRS Review Date
	8/--/2001

	PRS Recommendation
	

	TAC Consideration
	

	Board Consideration
	

	
	

	
	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


6.10.3.6 System Black Start Capability

(1) Qualification will be provided to any Black Start Resource that has met the following requirements:

(a) Verified control communication path performance;

(b) Verified primary and alternate voice circuits for receipt of instructions; 

(c) Passed the basic starting test;

(d) Passed the line energizing test; and

(e) Passed the Load carrying test.

(2) On successful demonstration of system Black Start Service capability, ERCOT shall qualify the Black Start Resource as being permitted to provide the system Black Start Service capacity and shall provide a copy of the certificate to the Black Start Resource. Qualification shall be valid for one year from the date of the last successful Basic Starting test, three years from the date of the last successful line energizing test, or six years from the date of the last successful Load carrying test, whichever is earliest. Qualification shall be revoked if the Black Start Resource fails to perform successfully during an actual restoration event, until the Black Start Resource is successfully retested. Retesting is only required for the aspect of system Black Start Service capability (basic starting, line energizing, or Load carrying) for which the Black Start Resource failed.

(a) Basic Starting Test

(i) The basic ability of the Black Start Resource to start itself, without support from the ERCOT System, is tested annually , either as a stand-alone test or part of the line energizing and load carrying tests. The test is run during a one-week period agreed on in advance by the Black Start Resource and ERCOT. 

(ii) ERCOT shall confirm the dates of the test with the Black Start Resource;

(iii) At a time during a previously agreed test week window not previously disclosed to the Black Start Resource, ERCOT will initiate the test;

(iv) The Black Start Resource, including all auxiliary Loads, will be isolated from the power system;

(v) The Black Start Resource will start without assistance from the system; and

(vi) The Black Start Resource must remain stable (in both frequency and voltage) while supplying only its own auxiliary Loads or Loads in the immediate area for at least 30 minutes.
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