SYSTEM PLANNING TRANSMISSION SERVICES REPORT TO ROS 10/20/02
Bill Bojorquez has been named Director of Transmission Services.  He is working to expand the activities of the group based upon stakeholder input.  System Planning staff has been busying getting Bill current with our activities and responsibilities.  He is currently working on several areas including supporting transmission acquisition/construction, creating a more open planning process and more detailed transmission project tracking.  More information will be presented on these activities at upcoming meetings.  Please feel free to contact Bill directly with your ideas and input to the development process.
Responsive Reserve Report Calculations and Report have been completed by Juan Santos and Jose Conto.  The study indicates that up to 50% (1150 MW) of the 2300 MW responsive reserve can be made up of load response.  Report has been sent to ROS members for review and discussion at their meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 22.  This was a significant study performed in house by ERCOT Staff.  The value of this internal work is estimated to be $300,000 to $400,000. 
The “REPORT ON EXISTING AND POTENTIAL ELECTRIC SYSTEM CONSTRAINTS AND NEEDS WITHIN THE ERCOT REGION” was completed and filed with the PUCT on October 1, 2002.  It was mailed out to ERCOT BOD, TAC, ROS, WMS and RMS members.  An open meeting to discuss the report and related transmission projects is planned for Tuesday, Nov. 5 from 1:30 PM to 5:00 PM at the MET Center.  Report evaluations are being mailed out to ERCOT BOD, TAC, ROS, WMS and RMS members.  This evaluation information will be used to improve next years report.  The report is available for download from the Internet at the following address:

http://www.ercot.com/Participants/SystemPlanning/Transcons/index.htm
Completed review of Texas Genco Reliability Must Run request for Oct 1 through Jan 1.  It was determined that these units are not needed during this time period to maintain reliability.

Completed review AEP Generation Reliability Must Run request for Oct 1 through Jan 1.  It was determined that following units qualify for RMR Status:  
	Plant
	Location
	Units at Plant
	Number of RMR Units
	RMR Capacity (MW)

	B.M. Davis
	Corpus Christi
	2
	2
	647

	Fort Phantom
	Abilene
	2
	1
	204

	J.L. Bates
	Mission
	2
	2
	166

	La Palma
	San Benito
	4
	4
	242

	Laredo
	Laredo
	3
	3
	168

	Rio Pecos
	Girvin
	3
	1
	98

	San Angelo
	San Angelo
	2
	2
	110


The 2003 RMR Study is underway and will be completed by December 15.  PowerGem (www.power-gem.com) is the vendor selected by ERCOT to perform the study along with ERCOT Staff.  They will be using their TARA (Transmission Adequacy and Reliability Assessment) software along with Power Technologies Incorporated MUST (Managing and Utilizing System Transmission) software for this analysis.
ERCOT Reactive Voltage Study Phase I is almost complete.  Phase I was to examine the current ERCOT system to determine if there is a major reactive voltage control issue in ERCOT and is based upon 2002 conditions.  Presentation of their results is scheduled for Thursday Nov 14 at the Taylor Primary Site Training facilities.  Technical training using VSAT software is scheduled for Nov 11-13.  Phase II future conditions of the study has been started. 
Wind Turbine Modeling Project is underway and going well.  Monitoring is being set up.  Additional manufacturers have joined in the effort.  Project is on time and under budget. 

Work on development of Steady State Working Group Data Set B base cases is underway.  Several parties are still not meeting expectations for data submission.
System Protection Working Group cases have been completed.

Two employees attended a “Generation Control and Testing” course.  The information learned in this course will improve the combine cycle generation modeling development effort.

Generation Plant modeling data gathering effort is continuing.  We are coordinating our activities with ERCOT Compliance Team.

Work on 2003 CSC’s and CRE’s is complete and approved by the ERCOT BOD.  Data dictionary and maps are being developed showing 2003 CM Zones.

Monthly TCR calculations continue.  Annual TCR calculations complete.  Worked on verifying PCR data.

Completed work on NERC Winter Assessment and forwarded it to ERCOT Security Operations for submission to NERC.

Updated Demand & Energy Report and Long Term Demand forecast.

Received update to draft West Texas Transfer Study generated by the regional planning group.  AEP has revised its McCamey Wind Generation Transmission Improvement Plan to include 345 kV lines.  These additional lines will need to go through the regional planning process and presentation to the ERCOT BOD.

Received the first draft of the South Texas Transfer Study generated by the regional planning group.
Hilltop Capacitor Project was approved by the North Regional Planning Group.

The need for the Marion– GPI– Loop 337– Comal 138 kV line upgrade that was approved by the regional planning group last April has been questioned by the owner of the line.  Significant concern about right of way and cost has been expressed by them.  ERCOT Staff is reviewing the project again.  This project provides and incremental increase in transfer for the loss of the Marion-Zorn 345 kV line. 
System Planning staff is continuing to receive and process generation interconnection requests.  This work is delaying other planning activities.  Several of the projects are going forward with full interconnection studies under the regional planning groups.

System Planning staff is continuing to receive requests for data and information from stakeholders and outside consultants.  Responding to these requests is taking resources from planning activities.

A new comprehensive transmission project tracking process is currently under development.  It is intended to combine several current work items into one process.  It is intended to fulfill regulatory, planning, market and data sharing activities into one process.
