NDSWG Report

October 22, 2002

The ERCOT NDSWG met on October 17, 2002 at the ERCOT Office in Austin.  During the meeting the following items were discussed:

1. Network Data Service Requests –   Tamara put together a document describing the Service Request process and went over it with the working group.  Tamara and Lee are planning to attend the ROS meeting to be available to answer questions pertaining to this process.  Tamara is also planning to send out a list of Service Requests that have been added to the network model for each update.
Tim Mortensen again reminded everyone that the current calculation of the old Control Area Loads needs to be maintained until the end of the first quarter of next year.

 As part of the revision to the ERCOT Operating Guide Appendix C, the TDSP are required to provide an alternate data source for the Weather Zone tie line data.  David Dickenson would like the TDSPs who are involved with this data to get with him to make arrangements.

2. Access to ERCOT Network Analysis Software – The ERCOT Software Change Request 723 (723SCR) which will provide remote access by the TOs to the ERCOT ESCA network analysis software, was prioritized by the PRS as a 2.1 project at their meeting in September.  With this priority, the project should be completed next year.
3. ERCOT Operating Guide Appendix C Revision – The OGRR117 was approved by the ROS with the comments made by the OGRTF. 
4. Transformer Tap Data – Lee Caylor said that he has received a good response for his request for transformer modeling data. 
5. State Estimator Update – Jessica and Tim updated the group on the progress of the ERCOT State Estimator.  They are proceeding as scheduled on improving SE functionality.   They are still working through some obvious sign and magnitude discrepancies and bus net summation mismatches related to the telemetered analog points.  Also Jay Dondeti is continuing to tune SE settings to enhance performance from a system point of view.  They have begun using the SE self diagnosis capabilities by allowing the SE to ignore analogs it considers erroneous and they are using the reports of points it considers bad to prioritize corrections to the analog values.  They have also begun in earnest to correct status point errors at this time.  They have progressed to a point that they will need more direct help and emphasis from the TDSPs/QSEs on working out data problems.  In an effort to get this emphasis from the TDSPs/QSEs, Jessica requested the Working Group establish a SE/ICCP/RTU task force with a chairman from ERCOT to continue this effort.  After much discussion in which the majority of the Working Group members could see no need to establish a task force since it would most likely have the same membership as the Working Group.  The general opinion was that a list of contacts in each TDSP/QSE that the ERCOT Staff could directly contact for responsive answers and help was needed instead the task force.
Jessica also requested that all switching devices including those that are manually set in the EMS systems be sent to ERCOT on the ICCP links.

6. WEB FG – Richard Howard discussed the status of the Web FG product that was to give the TDSPs the ability to view the ERCOT one-lines.  This application could be available by the end of the year if desired.  He said the if the Software Change Request 723 (723SCR) which will provide remote access by the TOs to the ERCOT ESCA network analysis software is approved it would provide a better application for viewing the one-lines.  It was decided to wait and check on the status of 723SCR before doing any unnecessary work.
7. Next Meeting - The next meeting was not scheduled.
