Load Profiling Working Group

Meeting Minutes 09-12-2002

Meeting Attendees

In-person:

Kedra Baltrip – TXU (scribe)

Terry Bates – Oncor

Steven Bordelon – TNMP

Chuck Dodd – Comverge

Adrian Marquez – ERCOT

Ernie Podraza – Reliant (facilitator)

Malcolm Smith – Energy Data Source

John Taylor – Entergy

Lindsey Turns – ERCOT

Via Teleconference:

Alan Graves – AEP

Lloyd Young – AEP 

Agenda:
· Approve minutes from August 28th meetings

· Review the Initial Validation of Profile ID

· Discuss Annual Validation for 2002

· Procedures for Emails to PWG Exploder

· Discuss PUCT Docket 25516, Load Profiling and Load Research Rulemaking

· Update on PRR 352 Proxy Day Determination Extension

· Discuss TAC Governance Task Force

· Discuss IDR Data Loading into Loadstar

· Discuss Unlike Meter Changes on a Non-Meter Read Day

· Report on ERCOT Budget for 2003

· Report on the Status of DLC Implementation

· Discuss Competitive Metering Update

· Discuss LPG Revisions

· Update on New ERCOT Issues

· Discuss New Issues from Market Participants

· Review the PWG Open Issues Master List

· Confirm Next Meeting

Approval of Prior Minutes

The minutes were approved with no corrections.
Discuss Annual Validation for 2002 (Part I)

Review the Decision Tree for Changes for Usage Month Algorithm
Adrian Marquez presented the revised “Usage Month” worksheet per the comments of the last meetings that were incorporated by Lindsey Turns. More revisions were made to provide clarification and consistency with other published documents. These included: 

· Capitalizing all defined terms

· Defining all terms included on the example worksheets

· Adding definitions for Usage Month, Usage Period Start Time and Usage Period Stop Time

Status Report of Initial Validation Sub-team

The PWG temporarily adjourned at 10 a.m. allowing Terry Bates to conduct the Initial Validation Sub-team teleconference meeting. The minutes for the Initial Validation Sub-Team will appear in a separate document prepared and distributed by Terry Bates. 
The discussion during this sub-team meeting included parts of the agenda of the PWG meeting. These is summarized as follows:

Discussion of Annual Validation

Theresa DeBose of Center Point Energy volunteered to develop and share with other TDSPs the SAS code that would incorporate the Usage Month algorithm for the determination of profile types. She has yet to share the code because there were some issues that she wanted address. One such issue is “legitimate” negative values for usage, demand, and number of days. Center Point Energy may compensate over-billing by billing negative values, therefore, the negative values are correct.

Ron Hernandez of ERCOT believes that ERCOT systems are not accepting the negative values. Terry Bates described the Annual Validation process as being opposite of the Initial Validation, in that ERCOT will provide the sample data to be validated. If both of these hold true then negative values will be a non-issue for Annual Validation.

Action Items

Therefore, it was recommended that Theresa send the code so that other TDSPs will be able to review the code, as necessary, for there systems implementation. Also, Ron will investigate if negative values are received by ERCOT.


Terry Bates and Steven Bordelon stated that the programmers for their respective TDSPs need the format for which the Annual Validation data will be sent by ERCOT. Ron Hernandez stated that it would be in the same format as previous transmittals of the sort.

Action Item

Ron Hernandez agreed to send a sample document to the TDSPs so that the can be assured of the format and to expedite the programming process.


It was mentioned that Annual Validation might be delayed because of the time it took complete Initial Validation and because ERCOT and TDSPs would be using the same resources as those used for Initial Validation. Therefore, Alan Graves and Lloyd Young requested that the fourth action item of the Initial Validation sub-team be removed. The fourth action item requires TDSPs to revisit profile ID changes since market open to establish if they have been improperly changed because of initial validation. Alan further stated, and Betty Day of ERCOT concurred, that it is the responsibility of the REP to periodically check and ensure that their customers have the correct profile ID assignment.

Ron Hernandez asked that their be a priorities set on activities in the fourth action item. Particularly, he requested that those profile IDs that were changed because of a meter type change out, i.e. demand meter to an IDR, be corrected first. Alan stated that these would automatically be seen as error because the IDR data would not be accepted by ERCOT as part of internal system checks for profile ID assignments.

Ernie Podraza and John Taylor accepted the proposal to remove the fourth action item and move forward with Annual Validation as soon as possible.

Action Item

Market Participants are to inquire with their respective companies as to their position regarding Alan’s proposal to remove the fourth action time and report back to the PWG at the next meeting.

Discuss Annual Validation for 2002 (Part II)

Review the Decision Tree for Changes for Usage Month Algorithm (continued)
The Usage Month worksheet was approved as presented with the discussed changes.

Action Item

Adrian Marquez and Lindsey Turns will make the necessary corrections to the “Usage Month” worksheet, update the profile decision tree (V 1.06) and submit it to the PWG exploder.

Procedures for Emails to PWG Exploder
Ernie Podraza reported that he would no longer forward information from other exploders to the PWG exploder because many Market Participants have signed on to multiple exploders. Therefore, this causes duplicate transmittals of the same information. Ernie suggested that if PWG members would like information from other committees, sub-committees, or working groups of ERCOT that they sign-up to be included on their exploder list. Sending an email to posmaster@ercot.com with your name, business name, and telephone, and a note requesting to be included on a particular exploder should be enough to be signed-on.

Ernie requested of ERCOT to have the meeting minutes and the meeting agenda posted to the ERCOT web site for public viewing.

Discuss PUCT Docket 25516, Load Profiling and Load Research Rulemaking

Shawnee Pinto-Claiborn was to call in but was not able to due to illness. She sent an email to the PWG exploder. The following is an excerpt from the email:

“…here is a sketch of what I was going to report:

25516:  This project was moved to the October 10 Open Meeting due to some scheduling conflicts with other projects.  A draft should be filed 2 weeks prior to the open meeting.

Competitive Metering:  The commission will host a workshop next week, September 17.  There are many ways that competitive metering could be implemented, so staff is planning to listen to ideas from others on that day.  There are several competitive energy service providers who have agreed to give presentations.  We have a TDSP and ERCOT as well so we expect some interesting points of view.  The afternoon will be devoted to discussions. We are very interested in hearing how the different ways to implement competitive metering will affect ERCOT processing, REPs, TDSPs etc.  We look forward to the participation of PWG members.”

Ernie Podraza further reported that the PUCT staff hoped that DLC would be better appropriated in the ERCOT budget and that the staff was encouraged that the PWG is taking efforts to firm the rules and procedure governing the implementation of DLC.

He also reported that the Association of Electric Companies of Texas (AECT), i.e. the TDSP sector of the organization, would present a document at the Competitive Metering workshop requesting that the competitive metering be phased-in. Specifically, it would recommend that anyone may own the meter but the services for the meter, including install, reading, sending information to ERCOT, be the responsibility of the TDSPs. Furthermore, it would recommend that these services be phased-in as the market matures.

Update on PRR 352 Proxy Day Determination

Ernie Podraza reported was approved by TAC and will be sent to the ERCOT Board for final approval on Tuesday, September 17, 2002. Ernie further reported that this is not a high priority and other activities with respect to IDRs may supercede the implementation of this PRR. He stated that in the 2003 Budget it is recommended that the charge be increased from 22 cents/MW to 36 cents/MW, which would cover about 50% of the 2003 Budget request.

Discuss TAC Governance Task Force

Ernie Podraza reported that the TAC Governance has come to no final conclusion. Therefore, they would be meeting again. He also reported that the ERCOT Board Governance would meet again, also.

Discuss IDR Data Loading into Loadstar

Ernie Podraza stated that there would be a meeting Monday, September 16, 2002 to discuss the Texas SET transactions to address the enhancements of IDR data loading into Loadstar.

Discuss Unlike Meter Changes on a Non-Meter Read Day

Ernie Podraza reported that this item was discussed during the August 29, 2002 RMS meeting. He said that TDSPs met prior to the RMS meeting and agreed that the impact of meter changes on a meter date is minimal and would make the necessary adjustments to change meters on meter the meter read day. It was suggested that if any Market Participant wishes to pursue the issue further that they will receive the necessary audience at TAC however, the review and implementation of the issue may be delayed because of other pressing market concerns.

Report on ERCOT Budget for 2003

Ernie Podraza reported that the budget total $85 million. However, the proposed increase to 36 cents/MW would only cover about half of the proposed budget. For future information regarding the ERCOT budget, Ernie suggested that interested parties request to be added to the PRS exploder.

Report on the Status Direct Load Control (DLC) Implementation

The DLC workshop will be held on Thursday, September 19, 2002. Ernie Podraza has submitted and received comments on a draft agenda and will forward the final agenda tomorrow. The workshop will be held at the OMNI hotel near the intersection of I-35 N and Ben White in Austin, TX.

Adrian Marquez was noted that DLC has a higher priority than BUL market, therefore, DLC may be implemented but not as a part of the BUL immediately. If this were the case, there may not be enough incentive for companies to implement a DLC program.

Discuss Competitive Metering

There is a PUCT competitive metering workshop scheduled on September 17, 2002 as mentioned above. It will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Commissioners Hearing Room, 1701 N. Commerce Avenue, Austin, TX.

The PUCT rulemaking project number for competitive metering is 26359.

Discuss LPG Revisions

Adrian Marquez dragged language to revise Protocol Section 18.4.4.2. The approach was to state the general requirement in Protocols. The details are proposed to be added to the Load Profiling Guides as a section 11.4.

Action Item

Adrian Marquez will draft a Protocol Revision Request (PRR) for section 18.4.4.2 and a Load Profiling Guide Revision Request for a new section, section 11.4. He will submit the revision requests to the PWG exploder for review and comment.

ERCOT Update on New Issues

Adrian Marquez reported on the time frame to comply with the remaining valid profiles. He reported that the profiles should be re-assigned by TDSPs effectively on the first meter read date after August 28th, basically completed within a month from now. There are less than 2,000 effected ESI IDs throughout the ERCOT system and are only in the ONCOR and AEP service territories.

Alan Graves reported that the implementation is not feasible to make the necessary systems changes and requested that the compliance be extended.

Action Items

Adrian Marquez will contact James Cohea to better understand the system requirements necessary for change and the time for implementation. Effected TDSPs are to inquire internally regarding the estimated time to comply with the valid profile IDs and communicate the information to Adrian.

Adrian Marquez reported that ERCOT is undergoing reorganization. Therefore, some people that Market Participants are familiar with interacting may no longer be available.

New Issues from Market Participants

Kedra Baltrip reported that the Protocols for the SERC Region in Texas are available for review and comment.

Review the PWG Open Issues Master List

Ernie Podraza reported that he added two items to the Open Issues Master List. 

Action Item

Ernie Podraza will submit a revised master list and the most recent changes to the PWG exploder.

Next Meeting

The next PWG will be held on Wednesday, October 2, 2002 (9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.) at the ERCOT Met Center, Room 209. There will also be a DLC Implementation Workshop on Thursday, September 19, 2002.

