OWG report to ROS September 19, 2002

OWG met last on August 28th.  ERCOT Operator Certification testing was discussed at the meeting. There are problems with the existing ERCOT Fundamentals Training Manual and tests because they do not reflect the current single control area environment and contain out-of-date terms. In spite of this, some Market Participants are still scheduling operator tests for their personnel and require ERCOT Certification for job placement. The ERCOT Communications Task Force was assigned to draft a recommendation for short-term and long-term solutions.  Short-term solution may include revising language and eliminating those subjects and questions that are no longer valid. A long-term fix could consist of an accredited testing model comparable to NERC with specific tests designed for QSEs and TOs. It was agreed that each Market Participant would continue to determine the requirements for ERCOT Certification in their own shop.  The next OWG meeting is scheduled for September 20, 2002.

A. The Black Start Task Force met on September 10th. ERCOT has contracted with the Black Start Resources for 2003. Bids were awarded based on location (next start unit), lead-time, and cost.  ERCOT reported that the cost for Black Start Service is less in 2003 because fewer Resources were selected. The schedule for the 2003 Black Start Plan is as follows:

· ERCOT identifies islands and synchronization points - September 30

· TOs submit individual BS Plans – October 31

· BSTF review TO’s Black Start Plan – November 12

· ERCOT completes BS Plan – November 30

· BSTF review ERCOT BS Plan – December 3

· ERCOT 2003 Black Start Plan finalized – December 31, 2002 

· Black Start Training starts – January 2003

The next BSTF meeting is scheduled for October 3, 2002.

B.
The OGRTF met on August 29th.  

New Operating Guides will be posted on October 1st incorporating OGRRs 112 – Block Load Transfers between ERCOT and Non-ERCOT Control Areas; 113 – Responsibility Transfers; and 115 – Frequency Deviation; as approved by TAC on September 5th.

· The OGRTF recommends ROS approval for the following OGRRs: 

· 116 Day Ahead Scheduling – incorporates change due to 319PRR and PIP 144 (no comments).

· 117 Communicating with ERCOT – Appendix C – as amended by ERCOT, NDSWG, and OGRTF.

· 119 Back up QSE Plan – as amended by OGRTF – requires a back up plan to be on file at ERCOT and updated annually.

· 120 Back up TO Plan – requires a back up plan to be on file at ERCOT and updated annually (no comments).

· OGRRs that are outstanding:

· 110 Rename and Expand OG to Include Planning – pending re-draft by sponsor

· 111 EECP Step 2 – update to reflect current procedures – pending ERCOT / TO Load Interruption table

· 114 RPC and AVR Responsibility – pending review by OGRTF 

· 118 Black Start – pending review by OGRTF.

The OGRTF will meet next on September 26th.

C.
The Communication Task Force has not met since the last ROS meeting. 

