Remote Access to ERCOT Applications

Project Scope

1. Overview

2. Application software to be available

3. Users

4. Base case availability

Overview


This project proposes to provide the capability for Transmission Providers to have access to ERCOT applications software as listed below. Base cases would be provided by ERCOT to the server.  The User could modify and save cases for use by ERCOT or other users.  This software would be accessible via a communications path from ERCOT to the Transmission Providers facilities. ERCOT would operate and maintain the necessary equipment at ERCOT to provide this capability.  Redundant communications or servers are not a requirement for this project. Maintaining the rules of confidentiality for distribution of the available information would be the responsibility of the Transmission Provider.  

Available Software

The ESCA software in use by ERCOT has a user interface commonly called a “clone”.  This clone is set up in the server at ERCOT.  Users having access to the clone can perform studies utilizing the software that is defined by their clone.  For purposes of this project the following software packages would be available in the defined clones.

a) Loadflow

b) Contingency Analysis.

Users

Each TDSP would have up to 3 clones available for their use.  This would permit simultaneous access by 3 users.  The User PC would not contain ESCA application software.  A third party software such as Citrix would be the only software requirement for connection to the ERCOT application software server.    Security issues will be established by ERCOT.  

Base Case Availability

The software would operate on base cases provided by ERCOT.  All cases will be based on the power system model in the ERCOT database.  The following cases would be available to the clone each workday morning:

a) The base case being utilized by operations for realtime security studies.   

b) The 3 day ahead case from Outage Coordination.  
c) A State Estimator case from the previous day.
