NDSWG Report

March 12, 2002

The Network Data Support Working Group held a meeting on February 21, 2002 and discussed the following:

1. Status of Weather Zone tie-line data – The ERCOT Staff now has all of the points that define the Weather Zones boundaries coming in on ICCP Links. They are currently in the process of deciding which point will be the primary point in the calculation for lines where they have the flow on each end of the line, and are working out some data quality issues.  The load calculations are being archived.

2. ERCOT Internal Resource Data Modification Process – The ERCOT Staff is still working on the draft of a process to handle new and modified connections of generation resources to the ERCOT transmission system. Discussion on this topic included: Concern that there is nothing in the process that updates the planning loadflow cases with the as-built data.  It was suggested that ERCOT investigate establishing a process to compare the operating network model to the planning loadflow models as a way to identify discrepancies.  A PSSE conversion of the current ESCA database was sent out to the working group. 
4. ERCOT TDSP Data Requirements –The first draft of combining the ”ERCOT Operating Guide C: Operating Metering” and with the referenced sections of the “Communicating with ERCOT” document inserted was discussed. Also, excerpts from the ERCOT Protocols were added in the Appendix C document to tie the Guides to the Protocols. The intent of the first draft is to not change the meaning of what is in either document, but to combine the required sections from “Communicating with ERCOT” into the ”ERCOT Operating Guide C: Operating Metering”.  The future drafts will take comments that may change or clarify the language in the guide.  Below is the schedule for commenting on this document: 

Through March 7   - Send comments to the Working Group at 1ndswg@ercot.com.  These comments should address the combining of the two documents insuring no change in requirements.

March 8  - Eddie Clark will send out a "new base" Appendix C and ask for any comments or changes to the meaning of the document.

March 11 -> April 5 - Send comments or changes regarding the meaning of the language in the Appendix C document to the working group at 1ndswg@ercot.com .

April 5 -> April 11 - Eddie will collect all comments and changes and incorporate them into a new Appendix C document.
April 12 - Eddie will sent the new Appendix C out to the working group of review for the next meeting.

5. State Estimator Update –The ESCA State Estimator displays were shown to the group.  TDSPs would like for ERCOT to investigate the possibility of allowing them to remotely run the state estimator and network analysis functions.  This should help ERCOT in getting the application up and running. The ERCOT Staff has been focusing on getting the point to point checkout of the ICCP data completed before they spent much time on the State Estimator. 

6. Other Business – The modeling and data requirements of private networks was discussed.  The current ERCOT requirements state that the QSE supply data including individual unit generation and load information inside the network. Questions were raised concerning why this data is needed, given the data may not have a direct impact of what is coming into the ERCOT system through the interconnect meters.  There was discussion about why some of the data was required for different ERCOT applications.  The ERCOT Staff said that they were looking at the requirements.

7. Next Meeting - The next meeting of the Network Data Support Working Group will be held on Friday April 19, 2002 beginning at 9:00 in Room 206-B at the ERCOT office in Austin. 

