4 The Profiling Working Group (PWG)

The ERCOT Load Profiling Working Group (PWG) is a standing informal, open working group that provides technical support to the Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) on load profiling issues.  

4.1 Purpose of PWG

The PWG is a consensus forum in which ERCOT Market Participants can participate to facilitate changes in the market rules pertaining to load profiling issues as reflected in the Protocols and the Load Profiling Operating Guides (LPOG).  The PWG will be involved in all policy issues and some operational aspects of load profiling in the ERCOT market.  

4.2 PWG Responsibilities

The PWG has several responsibilities and duties, listed below:  

· Maintains and upholds Protocols Section 18, Load Profiling;

· Reviews all requests for changes to load profiles, load profile methodologies, and implementation of the load profiling process;   

· Reviews and makes recommendations to RMS regarding LPOG change control, Load Profile models, Load Profile Methodologies, and the Profile Decision Tree for load profile id assignment;

· Participate in Identifying Weather Zones and Load Profile types 

· Evaluate the integration of the validation and assignment processes for each of the Load Profile IDs; 

· Evaluate the impact of the IDR requirement for possible revision prior to competitive metering (1/1/04);
· Periodically review the selected profiling technique for Time-Of-Use (TOU);
· Coordinate with ERCOT in developing Load Profiles for particular customer segments that may require special load profiling techniques (i.e., supplemental load profiles); 
· Develops and maintains the LPOG;

· Reviews and makes recommendations to the ERCOT Load Profiling Department on load research sample design;  

· Performs a liaison function between market participants and ERCOT Load Profiling Department and facilitates market acceptance of load profiling processes; and,

· Provides a forum for market participants to be involved with ERCOT load profiling.

4.3 PWG Reporting Structure

At the time of the development of the LPOG, the PWG reported to RMS, which is a standing subcommittee of Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  The PWG Chair and Vice Chair are elected by the PWG. The Chair leads the PWG meetings, establishes PWG meeting dates and meeting frequency, and represents the PWG at RMS and other ERCOT forums as necessary.  The Vice Chair’s primary responsibilities are to represent the PWG in the absence of the Chair. The PWG will continue to meet at least quarterly to review profiling processes and profiling issues.

To obtain current reporting structure information, please refer to the following website: http://www.ercot.com/participants/committees/comm_org_chart.htm
4.4 PWG Membership

The PWG membership is open to all market participants and any other interested parties (e.g., consultants, NOIEs, future market participants, PUCT staff).  All market participants are invited to attend all PWG meetings.

4.5 PWG Contact Information

To receive e-mail related to the Profiling Working Group, contact postmaster@ercot.com and request to be placed on the mailing list of profiling@ercot.com.  Include your name, your company’s name, and your telephone number in the e-mail.  

The ERCOT Load Profiling Department can also assist with contact information.
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